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What of the Ages ?

To you realize where this animal, man, will be imJﬁbOO
years hence, if the peace theorists heve their viay?

A men said to me once that it made no difference to us
whet was to be 2000 years hence.

True, as to you &and me, as individuals. But we are not
talking about individuals, we asre congidering mun in the aggre-
gate, in the bfoader ggpect snd for the ages, - as a rece or
type of enimsl life in this world-story. In that phase a few
years, or & few centuries, are scarcely importent. This world
ceme out of the mists of lonz azoy how long agzo, we know not; and
it presumably will be Here, doing business in the same old way,
with the same ages~o0ld naturel laws we hsve now, when every phage
of orsgenized life we have today has died utterly and disappeared;
when man, as we know him, will, with the dog, the horse, the ox,
have been so lost in the then distant past as to have left not a
mark that he or they ever existed. But for aszes to come we may
count upon the continued persistance of maen as one of the domi-
nant forms of animel life on esrth. We have no rationel right to
assume that he will be &n exception to a law that has written
practical extinetion upon so meny forms of life. The Dinosseurs,
the Ichthyosaurus, the Diplodocus, and all those swarminz throngs
of the old geologic ages have left to us only a few fragments of
bones preserved by the wpbtiMdN chemical formetions that wrepped
them gbout.

Every reason that tells us that the day will come when man
will have disappeared end the stronz succeeding forms of life will

gaze on & discovered skeleton of & men and wonder what kind of a
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bird it wes in life. And while that dsy seems to be, and no doubt
ig, millions of ages yet to come, we do not know but that it is
much nearer. We do not wish, and should not wish, to hasten that
hour when the last human being will lay down the burden &nd the
race shall sleep exftinet with the ages.

It is said that the population of the earth at the birth
of Christ was 54,000,000. It is now 1,520,150,000. This is &an
increase of 1,466,150,000 in the 1900 years. This came about
during the period of man's existence when the wastaze of life was
at its hichest. Pestilences and wars stalked through every known
land durinz most of these 1900 years. The elements, untamed and
wild, worked their unvexed processes on the race. There was no
seience %0 stay the hand of pestilence as it gﬁgﬁzgh up &nd down
the earth, claimine its victims by the millions. Disease, not
understood and untamed, wrote its story of havoc and death unvex-
ed 11 down those aces, while the selfish ambition of rulers threw
generation after generation into the flaming vortex of waf until
almost every foot of the habitable world has had its baptism of
human blood.

Yet with £11 this the increase of the race has been /425 &
per cent per snnum duringz these 1900 yeers.

low fizure out on the basis of that per cent how many
people will be on earth pﬁoo years hence. That sesme rate will
then sive us & world populetion in the yesr 3948 of 42,753,744, &od-

Teke the whole land surface of the earth and you will find
it to be 56,000,000 scuare mileg. This will give to each square

mile in thet dey a population of _JGHN — . The esti-
¥ T

mated population ndw of Belgium, the most densely settled country

on earth, is 622 persons per scuare mile. aAnd they sre so thick
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in that land that the generations, as they come to the sze of
efficiency, leave for other countries where there is more room
for life. They are like the swarming of bees, every swarm goes
out to find its new home because the home of its birth is too
crowded. %»Mﬂf&m« Lo W—Df-mﬂf&«_;t_aé_ﬁﬁwij,

In that yeer, instesd of only 622 to the square mile, we
d-

will have ne-erri':y'](ﬂét for every square mile,on the earth. And
this countinz every waste place and ice-capped foot of land, the
gands of Sehare and Gobi &nd the ice lands of the Arctic and An-
taretiec. TFrom pole to pole every foot of 1andk$¥¥§, with an equal
distribution, be occupied by these swarming thousends. Every
souare milel¥g$$ have its squirming mass of 4@&4{_ people strug-
gline with each other end with neture for maintenance for life.
That is)if the population were ecually distributed. This,
however, would not be Ehe case. It is estimated that 9,068,800
sguere mriles, or one-fi=EEh of the lend od the earth's surface is
absolutely unfit for humen hebitstion. This portion beinz removed
from the problem, the population would necessarily be concentratied

on the other two-thirds that much more, thus meking the number for

geach souare mile of habitable land §(9- A

: Where, under that condition, would be the wheat snd the
ﬁﬁﬁ% and the potatoes-end the cotton fields? Where space for the
vine &nd the hop?

With the present conditions of human life such a stete of
affairs would be simply impossible. In fact it could never be
reached. Starvation would be inevitable lonz before that density

of populstion hed been resched. Even thoush conditions of life

had been chenzed by science and stress of supply &nd demand from



what we now heve: even though an @cre of land was made to yield
many times what it does now, still before that density of popula-
tion hed been reached nature would lay her hand upon the race and
in some way stay the progress of numbers. Science may prevent
epidemics and pestilences, but cannot stey hunzer. Ilen must eaf
or die. That is the fundamentzl law of life, and to it there is
no exception end from it no escape.

Aosin, scientists have larcely eradiceted pestilences and
dececses and the life of the individusl maen is much lonzer than
it was only e few years ago! o longer is it possible, as we see
conditions, for whole nations to be descimated by & scourge. Such
a scourze as that of the "Bleck Desath" in China in 1841 that car-
ried 25,000,000 to the grave in one year, is not now possible.
Malaria, yellow fever, smallpox end other deseases that formerly
swept hundreds of thousands from life every year do not now exist
except in a few localities where population is scarce. The doctors
have bridled many of these scourzes &nd this work has gone into the
sum totel of that future dey when the world will stand face to face
with hunser -- an enemy nd science cen master.

Now, let us add to this the realization of the peesce~dream
of these theorists who are talking of abolishing war. OSuppose they
do abolish it. They cen't; but suppose they should, what then?
With epidemics and pestilences so largely reduced, end war abolish-
ed, the rate of inecrease of the humen familylﬁgggﬁbe enormously
accelerated, and the dey when over-population wiil write the doom
of the race greatly hestened. Under such condifions the end of the
rece would be inevitable. The physical conditions would render
thet end &s certain &s enything of thst nature can be.

I can concieve of only two things to justify the crestion
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of conditions that would lead to such & result. That is the coming
of the lillenium, or the destined end of the world. If the world
is to end before that time the creation of conditions so dire to
fhe race would be justified in the increase of happiness for the
individual while the resce lives. But of that we are not, and can
not be sure. Rsther can we be more logically persuaded to believe
such & thing as the end of the world or thet of the millenial~dream
will not cut sny figure whetever in this problem. They are no
doubt, myths.

Suppose we could put into operstion the pesce dreem of the
theorists with the codfish, What would be the result? Uhe rate
of increase of thet fish cen be ascertained with reasongble &ccur-
acy, when violent desths have been eliminated, &and a little mathe-
matics will demonstrate that under such conditions within & very
few years the codfish would fill up the seas und be stacked up all
over the earth.

The same may be effirmed of almost every livinz specie.
Eliminate what corresponds to them with wer to us «nd they would
soon take the earth. This is perhaps without exception true.

And 81l this is the product of naturzl ceuses; it is the
law of their lives. That law is from the Creator. Finding it
here, operating as it does along netursl lines, being & pert of
the Grest Mschinery, of earth-life, are we not illogiceal, to say
the least, in supposing thet & radicel overthrow of it to avoid a
harsh result even if possible, wouldh;roduce gnother result ecual-
ly hersh in the other direction? It msy be asserted thet the laws
of nature will not be denied. They persist to a logical end. As
in the cese of such overproduction &s we have referred to, while

millions of humen lives would be seved in the immediste present,
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and in the near future, millions of other lives would have to give

place correspondinzly in the end. The earth's capacity for life
is limited. It cean sustain so much life and no more. Where there
are too many lives stervation restores the equipoise. With horses,
with dogs, and with all other dumb brutes it may be said that
starvetion would only thin them down to & number maintainsble by
their environinz conditions. But as to msn this would scercely be
setisfactory. The deterioration of the individual during the long
period of incressine pressure from growing numbers would be so
marked and permenent that those individuals left in the final pro-
cess of elimination would be but poor specimens of the present
stronz end mentel rece., Lonz before the finegl thinning by starva-
tion the individusl would be reduced along gll lines, a half-
sterved runt unfit to survive.

The ereat trouble with Jorden, Bryan and their fellow
advocetes of pesce, is that they are thinkinz elonz mental lines
from a present hope towards an illogzical and impossible dream.

The reason why so many follow them is because the dream is of a
condition of the highest ideal to the present individual, & sweet,
fagcinating dream, full of ldve, kindliness and pesce. If possible
yes, let us have it. In the nanme of sufferine humanity, let us
have it. But this old earth is not & dream, nor are its laws easy
and kindly. They often strike brutal blows om the dreams of equal-
ity, love and peece. Blood; the blood of lust, hate and ambition
has bathed every foot of earth's surface perheps a thousand times
since the first day. Blood; the blood of God's creatures slain
before their time, has washed every grain of ssnd on this old earth
Since the earliest dawn of time it has been so; the process, the

sprinzs of life as God set them goingz, are still going the same

.
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way. In the air above, in the weter below, on eerth everywhere
the brutul slayine zoes on. When did it bezin? We do not know.
Yet we, in our want of knowledge are justified in supposinz it
was so from the first. Cen it be stopped? Yes, by "Him who lives
shove the cedars snd the sters", but by Him elone. lior does He
need the assistance of m&ﬁ. He who made, alone cen unmake. He
who mede cen unmeke when He plesses. When His good time to unmake
comes He will unmcke, =nd not before. The puny strenzth of men
can't meke, cen't unmake, can't create end can't stop the process
of this old earth. They can't even chanze the leest of God's laws
that He wove into the loom of this earth-life. We must, if we are
logical, believe thinzs as He mede them are for the best. We may
n-tew

not see now that they are the besﬁv We are often told by those who
assume to stend for Him here,when storms pull and strain the heert-
strines, that it is for the best, thet He knows, that He does all
things in wisdom. With this we mey not quarrel thouzh it be ever
so hard to realize. In our hours of stress &nd sufferinsg we can't
gee it. Perheps it is in wisdom that we &re so created. OSure it
is that the Creator made us; made us uunble to see that, to see its
reasson, its full besring. All that is too deep in the mystery for
any of us to understand.

And on this problem of which we &re talking it is the same.
We do not know why our rsce was so mede; why such are made the
inexorekble laws of our lives, eand we may not criticize them until
we cén see the why and wherefore of this life~system. A strange
thine is that these idealists who would thus reverse the laws of
nature by stoppinz war beccuse it is wrong

yas they say, will say

in the next bresth that the psin you suffer is for some wise pur-

pose of God. They thus affirm of &ll human pain and suffering,
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while talkinz of religion; but with an inconsistency that would be
startline if not so common, in the next breeth they will tell us
that war is morally wrong, because it causes humen sufferinz. They
jonore the faet that what God does throush His laws of nature can-
not be morally wronz. Thet is a findamentul truth, growing con-
spicuously out of the pleinest elements of life &nd Teason.

We are told in the Bible that God ordered His chosen people,
time and time azin, to wase war on other peoples. His lews, His
code of morals must be todasy the same as then; now and forever the
gare., He would not have so ordered hed it been a moral wrong.

That He did so order, is to acquit war of a violation of the laws
He made for the covernment of this o0ld world which He created.

Fverywhere we see war. The first we know of men he was
wielding & club ané slayinz. He hss come down the ages with fire
and sword, burninz and slayinz. The fishes of the sea wage eternal
war; the birds of the air fight a battle that never ends: from the
smallest infusorisz to the larzest animal it is all one story, red
war, fiehting &nd death. All nature seems driven by this law, that
makes of this earth & bloody shamble.

Why? We do not know. We do know but for that, or some
other thinz to kill off in its place, that over-population would
goon end every form of known life. That may be the reason for it;
we cannot determine why this is, but it is sufficient for us to
know that this is the law of earth-life. And knowing that, why try
to revise it? Why try to do that which would be Crectionf--a thing
beyond man's power. We mey with reason try to avert the harshness
of life from the individual, but how far msy we hope to go with
that? Certeinly ndl to the point of eliminstinz the process of

lature's fundamentsl laws.



So it is, puzzle on puzzle, mystery on mystery. We see

~ the many reasons that we cén grasp weaving in and out with each
other throueh end throuch 2ll this misty maze of humen life until
we are bewildered, end &t lsst in our hopelessness we are driven fto
the ineviteble conclusion that what God put on earth is part of

His design, end so let is stand.

T
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Since the above wes writfen many world-wide things heve
trenspired.
As a thunderbolt out of a clear sky, & war has sprung up
-} unparalleled in the story of earth. The o0ld lust of passion, of
hate, of greed, hes azain deluged the earth with blood. A fair
and prosperous lend, teemingz with weaith, health, industry, hap-
| piness and humen love, has been, hecsuse it lacked the mere brute
power of effective protest, torn, ravished, burned, the old and
‘ younz, the aced and helpless. women and children, have been done
to death by fire end sword. And all this in the name of God and
His mercies. Why? Ask of the eternasl mysteries of natural forces.
Today 10,000,000 armed men face easch other in a« confliet
bloody und deadly beyond the nightmare vision of nerveless coward-
ice. When &nd how it will end we may gzuess, but we may not know.
The fool's quesé is as zo0o0d as the deduction of the sage.
Is it that ssme o0ld thinnine process known so well to the

b A azes?
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