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What of the Ages ?

Bo you realize where this animal, man, wil l be >& ^000

ars hence, i f the peace theor ists have their way?

A man said to me once that it made no difference to us

what was to be £000 years hence.

True, as to you and me, as individuals. But we are not

ta lk ing about ind iv iduals, we are consider ing man in the aggre

gate, in the broader aspect and for the ages, - as a race or

t ype o f an ima l l i f e i n t h i s wo r ld -s to ry. I n t ha t phase a few-

years , o r a few cen tu r ies , a re sca rce l y impor tan t . Th i s wor ld

came out of the mists of long ago; hov; long ago, we know not, and

it presumably wil l be here, doing business in the same old way,

with the same ages-old natural laws we have now, when every phase

of organized l i fe we have today has died utter ly and disappeared;

when man, as we know him, will, with the dog, the horse, the ox,

have been so lost in the then distant past as to have lef t not a

mark that he or they ever exist 3d. But for ages to come we may

count upon the continued persistance of man as one of the domi

nant fo rms o f an ima l l i fe on ear th . We have no ra t iona l r igh t to

assume that he wil l be an exception to a law that has writ ten

prac t i ca l ex t inc t ion upon so many fo rms o f l i fe . The B inossaurs ,

the Ichthyosaurus, the Biplodocus, and al l those swarming throngs

of the old geologic ages have left to us only a few fragments of

bones preserved by the \S6z&&&MteM$ chemical formations that wrapped

them about.

Every reason that tells us that the day will come when man

wi l l have d isappeared and the s t rong succeeding forms of l i fe wi l l

gaze on a discovered skeleton of a man and wonder vvhat kind of a
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bird it was in life. And while that day seems to be, and no doubt

w i s , m i l l i o n s o f a g e s y e t t o c o m e , w e d o n o t k n o w b u t t h a t i t i s
much nearer. We do not wish, and should not wish, to hasten that

hour when the last human being will lay down the burden and the

race shall sleep extinct with the ages.
It is said that the population of the earth at the birth

of Christ was 54,000,000. It is now 1,520,150,000. This is an

increase of 1,466,150,000 in the 1900 years. This came about

during the period of man's existence when the wastage of life was
at its highest. Bestilences and wars stalked through every known

land during most of these 1900 years. The elements, untamed and

wild, worked their unvexed processes on the race. There was no
science to stay the hand of pestilence as it ot«akei3 up and down

the earth, claiming its vict ims by the mil l ions. Disease, not
-—■ understood and untamed, wrote i ts story of havoc and death unvex

ed all down those ages, while the selfish ambition of rulers threw

generation after generation into the flaming vortex of war until

almost every foot of the habitable world has had its baptism of

human blood.
Yet with all this the increase of the race has been JifyZk Q

per cent per annum during these 1900 years.
how figure out on the basis of that per cent how many

people will be on earth f&OO years hence. That same rite v.ill
then give us a world population in the year 39&# of Ifi-, ¥%&,Tkfy, &)C«

Take the whole land surface of the earth and you will find

it to be 56,000,000 square miles. This will give to each square

m i l e i n t h a t d a y a p o p u l a t i o n o f 1 Q H ~ ~ ~ . T h e e s t i
mated population now of Belgium, the most densely settled country

on earth, is 622 persons per scuare mile, And they are so thick

o
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in that land that the generations, as they come to the age of

efficiency, leave for other countries where there is more room
for life. They are like the swarming of bees, every swarm goes

out to find its new home because the home of its birth is too

crowded . ^^tijJjjl<^^ ^-*V ^uM-j^^'^f^^^n^k ^
In that year, instead of only 622 to the square mile, we

will have nom ly T (l/j for every square mile,, on the earth. And

this counting every waste place and ice-capped foot of land, the

sands of Sahara and Gobi and the ice lands of the Arctic and An-

tarctic. From pole to pole every foot of land w4-H., with an equal

distribution, be occupied by these swarming thousands. Every
scuare mile w-f¥? have its squirming mass of 'l^J-f people strug-

~

glin^ with each other and with nature for maintenance for life.

That is, i f the populat ion were ecual ly distr ibuted. This,

however, would not be the case. It is estimated that 9,068,800
souare niles, or one--i^i==*4'i of the land oh the earth's surface is

absolutely unfit for human habitation. This portion bein? removed
from the problem, the population would necessarily be concentrated
on the other two-thirds that much more, thus making the number for

e a c h s c u a r e m i l e o f h a b i t a b l e l a n d ^ ( ^ .

Where, under that condition, would be the wheat and the

fl0Hl and the potatoes and the cotcon fields? Where space for the
vine and the hop?

With the present conditions of human life such a state of

affairs would be simply impossible. In fact it could never be
reached. Starvation would be inevitable lon^ before that density

of population had been reached. Even though conditions of life

h^d been changed by science and stress of supply and demand from



what we now have; even though an acre of land was made to yield

w many t imes wha t i t does now, s t i l l be fo re tha t dens i t y o f popu la
tion had been reached nature would lay her hand upon the race and

in sore way stay the progress of numbers. Science may prevent

epidemics and pestilences, but cannot stay hunger. Man must eat
or die. That is the fundamental law of life, and to it there is

no exception and from, it no escape.

Again, scientists have largely eradicated pestilences and
deceases and the life of the individual man is much longer than

it was only £ few years agoi ho longer "is it possible, as we see

conditions, for whole nations to be desciraated by a scourge. Such
a scourge as that of the "Black Death" in China in 1841 that car

ried 25,000,000 to the grave in one year, is not now possible.

Malaria, yellow fever, smallpox end other deseases that formerly
O swept hundreds of thousands f rom l i fe every year do not now exist

except in a few localities where population is scarce. The doctors
have bridled many of these scourges and this work has gone into the

sum total of that future day when the world will stand face to face

with hunger -- an enemy no science can raster.

How, let us add to this the realization of the peace^dream
of these theorists who are talking of abolishing war. Suppose they

do abolish it. They can't; but suppose they should, what then?

With epidemics and pestilences so largely reduced," and war abolish-

ed, the rate of increase of the human family w-Hri be enormously
accelerated, and the da;/ when over-population w4-H. write the doom

Of the race greatly hastened. Under such conditions the end of the

race would be inevitable. The physical conditions would render
^ t h a t e n d a s c e r t a i n a s a n y t h i n g o f t h a t n a t u r e c a n b e .

1 can concieve of only two things to justify the creation



A ^ - ^ ^ * ^

of conditions that would lead to such a result. That is the coming
< * o f t h e M i l l e n i u m , o r t h e d e s t i n e d e n d o f t h e w o r l d . I f t h e v. o r l d

' is to end before that time the creation of conditions so dire to

fehe race would be justified in the increase of happiness for the

individual while the race lives. But of that we are not, and can

not be sure. Rather can we be more logically persuaded to believe

such a thing as the end of the world or that of the millenial-dream

will not cut any figure whatever in this problem. They are no

doubt , myths.

Suppose we could put into operation the peace dream of the
theorists with the codfish. What would be the result? The rate

of increase of that fish can be ascertained with reasonable accur

acy, when violent deaths have been eliminated, and a little mathe
matics will demonstrate that under such conditions within a very

few years the codfish would fill up the seas and be stacked up all

over the earth.
The same may be affirmed of almost every living specie.

Eliminate what corresponds to them with war to us -nd they would

soon take the earth. This is perhaps without exception true.
And all this is the product of natural causes; it is the

law of their l ives. That law is from the Creator. Finding i t

here, operating as it does along natural lines, being a part of
the Great Machinery, of earth-life, are we not il logical, to sa;
the least, in supposing that a radical overthrow of it to avoid a

harsh result even if possible, would^produce another result ecual-

ly harsh in the other direction? It may be asserted that the laws
of nature will not be denied. They persist to a logical end. As

in the case of such overproduction as we have referred to, while
millions of human lives would be saved in the immediate present,

w
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and in the near fu ture , mi l l ions o f o ther l i ves would have to g ive

p lace co r respond ing l y i n t he end . The ea r t h ' s capac i t y f o r l i f e

is l im i ted . I t can sus ta in so much l i fe and no more . Where there

are too many l i ves s tarvat ion res- tores the equ ipo ise. Wi th horses,

with dogs, and with al l other dumb brutes i t may be said that

starvation would only thin them down to a number maintainable by

the i r env i ron ing cond i t ions . But as to man th is wou ld scarce ly be

s a t i s f a c t o r y. T h e d e t e r i o r a t i o n o f t h e i n d i v i d u a l d u r i n g t h e l o n g

period of increasing pressure from 'growing numbers would be so

marked and permanent tha t those ind iv idua ls le f t in the fina l p ro

cess of el imination would be but poor specimens of the present

s t rong and menta l race . Long be fo re the fina l th inn ing by s ta rva

t i on t he i nd i v i dua l wou ld be r educed a l ong a l l l i nes , a ha l f -

s t a r v e d r u n t u n fi t t o s u r v i v e .

The great t rouble wi th Jordan, Bryan and the i r fe l low

advocates of peace, is that they are th ink ing a long menta l l ines

from a present hope towards an i l logical and impossible dream.

The reason why so many follow them is because the dream is of a

cond i t i on o f t he h ighes t i dea l t o the p resen t i nd i v idua l ; a swee t ,

f a s c i n a t i n g d r e a m , f u l l o f l o v e , k i n d l i n e s s a n d p e c c e . I f p o s s i b l e ;

yes , l e t us have i t . I n t he nane o f su f f e r i ng human i t y, l e t us
have i t . Bu t th is o ld ear th i s no t a d ream, nor a re i t s laws easy

and. k indly. They of ten str ike brutal b lows om the dreams of equal

i t y, l ove and peace . B lood ; the b lood o f l us t , ha te and amb i t ion
has bathed every foot of earth's surface perhaps a thousand t imes

s i n c e t h e fi r s t d a y. B l o o d ; t h e b l o o d o f Go d ' s c r e a tu r e s s l a i n

before thei r t ine, has washed every grain of sand on th is o ld earth.

Since the earl iest dawn of t ime i t has been so; the process, the

spr ings of l i fe as God set them going, are st i l l going the same



way. In the a i r above, in the water below, on ear th everywhere

the brutal s laying goes on. When did i t be-->: We do not know.

Yet we, in our want of knowledge are just ified in supposing i t

so f rom the fi rs t . Can i t be s topped? Yes, by "H im who l i ves

above the cedars and the stars", but by Him alone, hor does He

need the assistance of man. He who made, alone can unmake. He

who made can unmake when He pleases. When His good time to unmake

comes He will unmake, and not before. The puny strength of men

can' t make, can' t unmake, can' t create and can' t stop the process

of th is o ld ear th. They can ' t even change the least o f God's laws

that He wove in to the loom of th is ear th- l i fe . We must , i f we are

logical, believe things as He made them are for the best. We may

not see now that they are the best. We are often told by those who

assume to stand for Him here.when storms pull and strain the heart

s t r ings , tha t i t i s fo r the bes t , tha t He knows, tha t He does a l l

th ings in wisdom. With this we may not auarrel though i t be ever

so hard to rea l i ze . In our hours o f s t ress and su f fe r ing we can ' t

see i t . Perhaps i t i s i n w isdom tha t we a re so c rea ted . Sure i t

is that the Creator made us; made us u^nble to see that, to see it

r e a s o n , i t s P u l l b e a r i n g . A l l t h a t i s t o o d e e p i n t h e m y s t e r y f o r

sny of us to understand.
And on this problem of which we are talking it is the same.

We do not know why our race was so made; why such are made the

inexorable laws of our l ives, and. we may not cr i t ic ize them unt i l

we can see the why and wherefore of this l i fe-»system. A strange

th in^ is that these ideal is ts who would thus reverse the laws of

nature by stopping war because i t is wron.g?as they say, wi l l say

in the next breath that the pain you suffer is for some wise pur

pose o f 3od . They thus a ffi r r > f - .11 human fa in and su f fe r ing ,

s
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wh i le ta l k ins o f re l i g ion ; bu t w i th an incons is tency tha t wou ld be

o s t a r t l i n g i f n o t s o c o m m o n , i n t h e n e x t b r e a t h t h e y w i l l t e l l u s

that war is moral ] ; , wrong, because i t causes human suffer ing. They

ignore the fact that what God does through His laws of nature can

not be mora l ly wrong. That is a findamenta l t ru th , g rowing con

sp icuous ly out o f the p la inest e lements o f l i fe and reason.
We are told, in the Bible that God ordered His chosen people,

t ime and t ime agin, to wag war on other peoples. His laws, His

code of morals must be today the same as then; now and forever the

lie would not have so ordered hid it been a moral wrong.

That He did so order, is to acqui t war of a v io lat ion of the laws

He made for the government of this old world which He created.

Everywhere we see war. The first we know of man he was

wielding a club and claying. He has come down the ages with fire

and sword , bu rn ing and s lay ing . The fishes o f the a wage e te rna l

war ; the b i rds o f the a i r F ight a bat t le that never ends: f rom the

s m a l l e s t i n f u s o r i a t o t h e l a r g e s t a n i m a l i t i s a l l o n e s t o r y, r e d

war, figh t ing and dea th . ^11 na tu re seems dr i ven by th is law, tha t

rakes of this earth a bloody shamble.

Why': We do not know. We do know but for that, or some

o t h e r t h i n g t o k i l l o f f i n i t s t l a c e , t h a t o v e r - p o p u l a t i o n w o u l d

soon end every form of known l i fe. That may be the reason for i t ;

we canno t de te rm ine why th i s i s , bu t i t i s su ffic ien t f o r us to

know tha t th is i s the law o f ear th - l i fe , x 'md knowing tha t , why t ry

to revise i t? Why t ry to do that which would be Creat ion©—a thing

beyond man's power. We nay with reason try to avert the harshness

of life Prom the individual, but how far may we hope to p,o with

that : Cer ta in ly not" to the point of e l iminat ing the process of

iJa t u re ' s fundament a 1 1 aws.

\*>
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S o i t i s , p u z z l e o n p u z z l e , m y s t e r y o n m y s t e r y. W e s e e

^ t h e m a n y r e a s o n s t h a t w e c a n g r a s p w e a v i n g i n a n d o u t w i t h e a c h

o t h e r t h r o u g h a n d t h r o u g h a l l t h i s m i s t y m a z e o f h u m a n l i f e u n t i l

w e a r e b e w i l d e r e d , a n d a t l a s t i n o u r h o p e l e s s n e s s a r e d r i v e n t o

t h e i n e v i t a b l e c o n c l u s i o n t h a t w h a t G o d p u t o n e a r t h i s p a r t o f

H i s d e s i g n , a n d s o l e t i s s t a n d .

James fl . Gates.

■ rch 1914 .

iJ o t e.

S i n c e t h e a b o v e w a s w r i t t e n m a n y w o r l d - w i d e t h i n g s h a v e

t r a n s p i r e d .

A s a t h u n d e r b o l t o u t o f a c l e a r s k y, a w a r h a s s p r u n g u p

u n p a r a l l e l e d i n t h e s t o r y o f e a r t h . T h e o l d l u s t o f p a s s i o n , o f

h a t e , o f g r e e d , h a s a g a i n d e l u g e d t h e e a r t h w i t h b l o o d . A f a i r

a n d p r o s p e r o u s l a n d , t e e m i n g w i t h w e a l t h , h e a l t h , i n d u s t r y , h a p

p i n e s s a n d h u m a n l o v e , h a s b e e n , b e c a u s e i t l a c k e d t h e m e r e b r u t e

p o w e r o f e f f e c t i v e p r o t e s t , t o r n , r a v i s h e d , b u r n e d , t h e o l d a n d

youn" , the aged L*nd he lp less , women and ch i ld ren , have been done

t o d e a t h b y ^ i r e a n d s w o r e . A n d a l l t h i s i n t h e n a m e o f G o d a n d

H i s m e r c i e s . W h y ? A s k o f t h e e t e r n a l m y s t e r i e s o f n a t u r a l : " o r c e s .

To d a y 1 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 a r m e d m e n f a c e e a c h o t h e r i n a c o n fl i c t

b l o o d y ^ n d d e a d l y b e y o n d t h e n i g h t m a r e v i s i o n o f n e r v e l e s s c o w a r d

i c e . W h e n a n d h o w i t w i l l e n d w e n a y g u e s s , b u t v. . . . n o t k n o w.

The foo l ' s -Tuess is as good as the deduce ion o f the sage.

I s i t t h a t s a m e o l d t h i n n i n ^ p r o c e s s k n o w n s o w e l l t o t h e

\ ^ a g e s ?

James W. Oi tes.

December 30 th , 1914.


