
All I.r.en Are Created Equal?

When one hears that old, t imeworn expression, "All men

"are created f ree and equal " , i t on ly provokes a wish that i t

m igh t be t rue . I f in tended to mean tha t a l l a re born w i th a

r i g h t t o b e f r e e , t h e n t h e " f r e e " p a r t i s a l l r i g h t . 3 u t t h e

"equal " par t o f i t is in no sense t rue. One may not shut h is

e y e s t o t h e u n i v e r s a l i n e c u a l i t y o f l i f e . I f i t b e r i g h t t h a t

we are or should be created equal, then nature, or whatever

c a l l s i n t o e x i s t e n c e t h e i n d i v i d u a l s o f t h i s l i f e , h a s w o e

ful ly fa i led. That he who is born to ignorance and of mean
material is born the equal of him. who is born to al l the

inv i ronment o f fo r tuna te cond i t i ons and w i th ta len ts and a l l

t ha t makes fo r v i c to ry i n l i f e , w i l l no t be asse r ted by the
^ t h o u g h t f u l . B y n a t u r e o n e i s b o r n a " c l o d " , " a b r o t h e r t o

t h e o x " , w h i l e a n o t h e r i s g i v e n b y n a t u r e a l l t h o s e t h i n g s

that make him conspicuous among men and cble to win the best

o f l i f e w i t h ease , t ha t wh i ch t he ' c l od "can no t r each howeve r

much he may struggle. The "clod" may yearn to be great, to be

large of soul and mind, but nature h;.s shackled his feet and

those th ings he may no t be . What a t ragedy a l l th is ! i i ea r l y

everyone who is low and mean is so because nature made him so.
In b i r th there is no equal i ty, even though we do not consider

externa l env i ronments , i la ture never in tended equal i ty among

i ts c rea ted th ings . The dove i s no t g iven the s tee l c laws

and saber beak of the eagle, and each is powerless to pass the

l i n e o f d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n fi x e d b y n a t u r e . F r o m t h e s m a l l e s t

in fusor ia to the mastodon, nature speaks in te rms o f inequa l i ty.



Not on ly i s th is t rue in c lasses and spec ies ; ins ide those,

inequal i ty is . as wel l marked as outs ide. That phrase should
have been wri t ten, "Al l men should be born to an attainable

r igh t to be equa l , one w i th another " . That wou ld be ou i te

ano the r t h i ng .
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