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GAHDK I G-.

on, Ala., Dec. 23th,V
be

to the ident of the Kaleidoscopic pa: of hi life a ques
t ion le te wi th in terest not id o f va lue. The sum of
human accompli its consists not alone of steam i as, print-

resses , regu la t : ) -ess io ; . speeches and e : A l
ways, but is 1 ly shap y the reat social quest / to
w i l l . t o K i l l t i m e ? - e d b y t h e p e t t e d

.lings of fortune, by the recluse in his hermit* en by
the genera l , \mo paraphrases the ques t ion , : l ucher
or night;" "out all this te icy to monopoly by each person does
not prevent the butternut from asKing the same tous question

it in n n su_i generis . It has been i ::nown
for quite an age that the American bJ is a queer specimen
of compound . ependence , kooo i sense , fo l l y, 1 ya l t y

let ions. One has out t >" lush" his laintar . : e
; r o s s - r o a < > c . . . ; h e s h o o t i - 1 1 t h e

abor:' . 1 peculiarit ies of ch person out ^s openl; ■■>-
i " q u i l l s u p u l p o i p : " , i l i K e l y t o

cK supersei ' e people. Cooper has left his statue of the
fro n st . out c lear ly against the background of h is s

th outlines softened by tha ous prejudice that Kills half of
truth in the transition from life to history until it wears a veil
of poes: and ce. fceve: ay be sale of the trut his por-

iture of t3 n of his day it will ce readily .. : tted that the
; i e r s m a n o r o f t o d a y i s c a s t i n d i f f e r e n t m o u l
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s u c h t h e , s a s t h e a b o v e w e r < o n O h ] i a s

i i l o t h e p u b l i c r o a d t o w a r d s a c o u n t r o c e r y s i t -

uate. . the £ea«M' of. two roads, in what is popularly called by

politicians the "wlregrass" section of Alabama. I had been duly .

invited by an ex-parson, who Kept the grocery and dispensed "touch

leg" and "old Robinson County" whisKeys to the tiplers of the neigh

borhood, to attend a rare revival of a pastime once prominent in the

sport of Nort: 3i rol ina 100 years ago—-: " s »r pull ing". His in

vitation ran as follow .:;:-
v ^ . D e a r l y B e l o v e d G u r : -

i \ I o n a r e r e s p e c t f u l l y i n v i t e d t o a t t e n d i n c e s t ]
" der pullin', at my premises on the 25th ins;., itc.

t expression, "ancestral gander pullin1" struck me, and

w h e n I a s s u r e d b y a > r - i t t h e y w o u l ( h a v e a " r a l e r i p -

re; ... time" I concluded to go.

As a " so l i t a r y ■. . man" I we ] way toward t he scene

of this queer celebration of the birth of the Man of Nazareth. Upon

rival, about eli no1 locK in the forenoon, I found a crowd
some fifty gathered around a blazing fire of pine-Knots in front of

d scattered over ; i premises. One notable peculiar

i ty obt L tse l f pro j j r_ iQ y lgore was the ray they d isposed of
• • _ . . a . . t h e r w h i t t l e d o r l e f t t o r e p o s e w i t h s u

l i m e p l a c i d i t y d e e . o i : s t e r i e s o f t h e i r t r o u s e r s

_, )CKets . When I approached the group around the p in - to ts a score
of voices greeted mi i th: -
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" H e l l o , S q u i r e , c o m e t o p u l l t - r ? " " O o m e u p a n d

. / • " . . a f e l l e r you r paw, " and the l i ke , f o i : by a hand
shaking as universal as Kearney's denunciation of the "bio bond

holder", each one followed by a plunge of the hand back into the
p ro found dep th o f t he pan ta loons pocke t . The a i r p , heavy

. ch i l l y, and the rove the b lack , soot - ladened smoke f rom

t h e k n o t s i n e d d : Ts - a l l d i r e c t i o n s a n d i t d r i f t e d h e a v i l y

V among the pine boughs. Prom all direc ts citizens were com

ing in, all on horseback, ana after hitching to the trees and sap

lings in the vicinity, "corned up" at the bar, and gathering about
-flu

. e fire discussed the chances otA "pullin1" as they called 1' . Old

men, young men and boys, white ana blacK, were there, and all seemed
absorbed in th is one grea t ques t ion , and fo r the fo rgo t the i r

hands, which reposed safely in their deepest pocKets.

P a s s i n g i n t o t h e b a r r o o m I w a s i n t h e e o f t

func t ionary o f t l ace and the occas ion . The ro as a rude a f

fa i r, be ing the es t o f s ing le p ine - log hu ts , c lapboards on top ,
cracks ceiled with the same, a : . fireplace in which a pile of

K n o t s b l a z e d ; a o o x a t t h e o t h e r e n d , a n d b e i t h i s

P l a c e o f d e ) n — a K i n d o f y & e o & & i t w e r e — s t o o d t h e e x -

. : t h e r o l e o f b e . . 3 a t a l l , : . . . , d o x o l o g y -

i v i d u a l , w i t h . i s p o f g n . . . . r s t h r e e
inc. . in . hanging downward f rom the point of a chin belom

to an o the rw i se c l ean -shaven face o f . an usu ' " l e L t y. Two

- o y s t e r l o o k i n g e y e s m a r t y r e d t h e f e e b l e g i : o n

s t r u g g l i n g f o r e x i s t e n c e a l o m t t l i n e o f a n a q u i l i . e , w h i l e

t h , w i t h d r o o p . . o r n e r s , s e e m e d t o b e c h i e f , t h e



funeral, alwyas asking pardon for presuming eve at much.
was ion, , i id on this damp day hung dan] ehind

ears. Then I e d he was leaning on the counter, his chin
resting in both ] ds, while he elaborated on the rules of the "pul-
lin1" to half a dozen c t 3tants, most of whom were seated .

its carrels, tobacco-and cracker-boxes. Of course I \
t on with his talk about the "rules" of the nay, which

he 1 in h is own sty le . As the " ru les" ar thy of pro- :
tic »e I sane" ic] in between the :■. ...ents of the ex-. >n:-

u--:.: de r friends, a gander's ead is offul I to fetch,"
h e s a i d , " a n d t f e l l e r w h a t g e t s i t a t h e g i t s ; . a t
I ■ - ' y this to dis ) e any of you. I i you all to pull

, l o u r s p u n k . I t w i l l a , t h e s u c c e s s o f t h e p * t o
v have you all in it. You ant to hear t Lies? , here t

v are:-
First— Thou shalst not pull at the gander til] thou hast pa.de

'' a quarter a piece.
u S e c o n d — T h o u s s h a l s t r i d e e a c l . n i , . . / o r
»« h ie se l f .

r Third—Thou shalst not pull at the gander if . , hoss is not in
* a gallop.

r r a l s t h a v e f i v e p u l l s a t r f c o • q u a r t -
» e .
;• fth— If thou puilest off the head of the sai< . ander thou shall
A'" to - 2.50 for a quarter /. nee . 0 for t.

shall be i
" " ■ - t l i i n « . i t m a k e s
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c o n e : r ' e e l y o u ] . . : . . » . i t r e i

^ J > i L ; e i n o l d N o r ' : . ' . . . e p u n ,
»* ever: Christmas and sometimes on Fourth of July; but all t :hings
u . . . y , s a y s , r a \ \ , t h u p

v « A h , m y f i s , w e i e s , o b l o g ^
i v . . l e o f i r s , "

. f o r a t e a r ; i t . . . : k t e r — o r

. A n y w a y i t l t > a r.
These "rules" are an exact copy of the or .1 sheet tak

e n b y m e u n c m c e o f a d e s i r e t o : c e t h e m a t . r s t
i .»" I got up.

t h e g . . • . . s : r i e l d L c
.. thith ■ he "c.. g: .. tj :n", i 9

i . e r s t y l e d t h e c r o w d , r e p a i r * . - l v e , t o i i i /
n o \ e l p a s t i m e , k t h a d , i n t c . i c h a

l o n g p o l e h a d b e e n p : , s a s i : e . m p ,
__- o. _■■: ■ 0 Jted about thi: ... . Dve t 5

. . , . r k . a n d

l imber, »out f ive feet above the 1 • o f a man on horse-
A s a l l w e r o r t h e s p o r t a n - i r a s i m -

. ill - ■• .- to the limber end of the pole "...
" s e d " , a n d p r e . a J o b i l y a s

. . . " . . - . r e p > r t . A ; ) u d g , i t h a
c c . t p e - . a x * ? : i c l a s t o o

l o w , o k h i s s t a n < r , w h o , 1 ' . ,
, 1 ] i c , a n d b l e n d w i t h h i " : k i "

. .
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T h e e x - ; » s o n , : . r a t t h e
" r u l e " , t h e l i s t c o n t t e n t s , c a o t l o t s f o r L t i o n \ l e d

in a row one behind another. He again . "rules"
0 \ ; , - s o n . . . " A f r i c ' s s u n n y c l i m e , " m o u n t e d

u p c ] . ] B a l a a m 1 . . . . . . 3 k
. f o r t h , r . . ' ' . . l a r e , t o w h i c
i n e d d . ' . i D s e . - a . . . e l l k . . i

i r h o o d n o t a a a f o r i i l e r i v a l f o r . • . o r
o f . d e c a p i t a t i o n . F o u r t e e n w e r e i r l i n e , L . r e d -

- ■ . • ' , mou c pon a g t l -sp i te fu l
- - ■ . . . r ■ t e

infu l an . . „ . ; , h i le
between the tops of his socks—not : quarters of his shoes
—and the hem o f h L lo i 3ean pan ts e l . . a spa b lu ish -

tin gleamini bleakly in the ra.. wind. As one . . riders
r k e d , " r e e e p " ; t h a t i s , h e s a t c o n s i d e l ; ; a n a l l

o f e r e p o u s , ' e c t

u p o e - h e b l a n d s m i l e o f m l i ; I t k L -
i . . t r o n i z i n g l y u p o n ) t i n t h e p u l l i n g .

c o n t e s t a n t i r e o f , a n d
; e d a s t h i L q u e i n c h a r a c t e r .

T h e : ; o f t h e . r s
R o m e a t a t c h f o r ■ d . I f o i . : o m . u w a s

s * ) f t , , r " d t h e " o u -
— l " . T h e d i d a t e c L r s t u p o n t

t e fi f t y . : . f r o m t h e d u d i a . t a
a l f s p e e d . J u s t a , o p
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t h e g r a b t h e g a n d e : s " q u a c k " a n <

oss the sorrel's rump with a cruel hiss, she

s h i e d c l e a r o f t h e p o i n t a n d 1 t h e fi e : e r a s

LP by the ex-candidate 300 yards away. A yell arose from the

.. . '. lowed ... not l9jp rhen a fat fellow

u p c r g e fl e a b i t t e n 1 . e h i s e f e e t b e y o n < t h e

r ' s h e a d . ' 2 ' n e " c e l e o p e n e d . R i d .

rider dashed oy, the Judge's whip hissing unmercifully as it swung

t h r o u u p o n * r u p s , a n d t h e h e a d w a s n o t y e

touched when Peter came in to close the "first . . , : . e put spurs

, t h e a s s , : ; h e J u d g • , . . . f u l l h a l f w a y , p l i e d t h e w h i p ,

but the ass was tr 0 his or iginal opinion that i t was quite un-
. ' . ' l e d a p r o p e r f o r o n 6 t r a c e h i s l i n e a g e b a c k

throu long l ine of solemn ancestors to the days of David, King of

Israel, to get out of a condensed Upace, an< as Peter was making
a . . r d e r o u : r a b a t t h e d e v o t e e . . . . . y e t t r i u m p h a n t . d ,

the Judge, red in the face from his exertions, yelled out:-

" D o n t ' p u l l ; I j 3 . Yo u r a s s g o e s t o o a l o w " .

This was received with a roar of laughter, and an offer fi

_ • - e y e d f e l l o w , . . . • p o c k e t , t c t h r e e

L e e r s f o r t h e a s s , a s s o o n a s a c o m m i t t e e o n r e fi n e d . . s

c o u l d r e p o r t c a s t h e a s s . A n o t h e r r o a r o f ] : e r

fol lowed this cut.

T h e " fi r s t d _ ; " h a d t a k e n p l a c e a r m a s f r u i t l e s s a s

r y - a d t o u c h e d t h e . t e e x -
er and master of ceremonies had provided a huge Jug of " " e-

l e g " , a n d a s t h e " p u l l e r s " r r a l l i e d 1 c t i v e
o b j e c t . o n o u t s i d e r s g a t h e r e d i n g r o u p s , a n d
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n u m e r o u s i " : fi s h e d u p t h e c d e p t h s o f a s m a n y
pockets and twinkled in ( &1yaq£ the tqc^ noses of many loyal sons
of this fi-ee and glorious Republic. All was hilarious Joy and bright

; . . > n , r o s - o r n , f o r n e a r l y e v e r y o a a b e t
on the gander's head. The betting was brisk, and the ex-candidate
sold hi . ; in these rude and informs pools, many drinks depended
on his grip.

The procession was formed a second time, and the fiery sorrel
bore down the track again in sple style, while the gander hung
quie t ly and serene ly, ev ident ly fl l ] ; , f fe rence and con-

.pt for the aiding danger born of the ignominious and sig
failure of the first dra in ; hut his serenity ill-timed, and the
b o n y d i g i t s c e e x - c a n d i d a t e l g r j a . : , . . a . . ' a y ,

*-> thanks to the "grease", with a spirit more reckless of the gander's
comfor t than was to be expected f rom one . ;k hands

soft and purring cane 3 near on to seventy-two thousand times.
T h e J e r ] e t J e p o l e a s w i n g a n d t h e » k a n d
forth, up down and around, fluttering and squalling. Close on
behln< t sorrel e :he fleabitter . , Lich, not being accustom
ed to such fluttering overhead, shied as the fat fello: ed aloft
for t ead. The - irt broke ana down he came upon the ground with

.eavy thump, the gray's heels flying in the air among the human le .
Anoth arose fro crowd, and as he picked himself up his
flying gray disappears : the pines i i rect ion of his ho:
One chap with mingled solemnity and mock eagerness r up to the
unhorsed knight with:-

"I am so glad, Jim, you got the head; lot us see It".
A square bio Ji »g hard •■: les, planted full upon t:

_
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solemn "fiz", laid the curious chap in the . ss, ana his part of

the fun ended there and then. That was his last Joke. aft

rds said he did not include that a. his^ Jokes.

T h e o t h e r s e r a l t o u c h i n g t h e h e a d , a n d \ . ~

t h e y a s ; " : t h e " t h i r d d r t h e

end of the pole. He was dead. The excitement re« 3hed fe* er

about th me. Drinks were passed around while they were fo:.

d a h u s h e d e x p e c t a n c y h u n g o v e r t h e c r o : t h e s o r r e l o w n

again. A violent wrench at tne head threw the ex-candi
date from the saddle upon tne mare's crupper, but t'; ead hel<

rwo or three mora Jerks followed, when a beardless youth of twenty

leek, threw himself forward on his j»s neck, and the
body of the gande >n?; headless from the pole. A shout from the

crowd.told the contestants who were taking up t horses out in

the field that someone had won the prise. A crowd soon g\

Baze] in, the successful "puller", who still held t

head o f the gander in h is hand, ana. a l l seemed gr L ted.

The ex-parson pushed his way i . :src • , i , mounai.

a s t a : -
" . . b e l o v e r i e n d s , t h e , s t t h a t S i B a j

0 • - • - - s r , r i l e s h e 1 t i t l e d

.- to &2.50, which I now : . h im in . . . . presence. Permit con

gratulate hi] de is success, and al l the other pul lers, on their
• • ' ; d e p o r t m e n t , a n d t o w i s h t h e m a l l g o o d l u c k . T h i s c o n g

, x e a t i o n a . . . p u b l i c i s n o t 1 i l s s e d " .
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S o m e s w o r e t h a t i t a p o w - w o w e n s u e d , w i t h
much drinking of "tangleleg"; and by the time the crowd reached the

ocery it was in good trim for a free fight, which was inaugurated
by the ex-candidate, , Knocked a Bazeman . artisan d< n saying
" ; a l l e r - l e g g e d r o c . . . a i n t n o e c u . . : f o r . t e s n o r g > u l -
lin's no how". An e pell mell I rod - ... . T3 . H i t I . of

s royally "cc " and surrounded by a half dozen boys

of his own ;e who seemed to be tryir .■ take him home. He wi
resist . and swearing, "I'll be goldarned if I can't outganderpull

So t! lea", accompanied by wavings of his' . hand,
i n w h i c h h e s t i l l h e l d t r e a s y > l o o d j / o f t e r .

<

3S, on ; . . a l l , Jo ined h i : . h is dare to Bout
in this condition a turn in the road shaj; the groggery and crowd

from vieT .

A n y n o t i c e o _ " . . a t o B < u l d p e r h a p s b e i l l

h ,u?L *~r j~^ A ^a ^ 'W jwc 4^a-

_


