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The subject assigned to me for this eveninz is so compre-
hensive thet I find it difficult to determine where to bezin and
whet scope to take; for as other members are assizned special
subjects, embraced within the zeneral one ziven me, I must neces-
sarily trespass, to some extent at least, upon them. This I
would avoid as far as possible. 4aAs we are not permitted by the
ethics of the situation to compare our work, in even the smallest
degfee, I trust these gentlemen will pardon me if I shall hapgpen
to touch upon matericl they have used in their pepers.

In contempletine the character and career of the Greeks,
perhaps logicelly, the first thing that attracts our attention
ig the sineulsar fact, that thouzh our present civilization had
its birth with them, and theat &vem before the rise of the Koman
Republic they developed & literature thet hes survived all their
other institutions, &nd hssg been & pillar of fire by night and
one of cloud by day to &ll those who hungered and thirsted for
bettering this world, these peculiar people were not able to
2ive themselves a permanent and lestingz name.

The earliest account we have of the Greeks was of about
the year 1384 before Christ:- 3280 years ago. Aristotle weas
born 1000 yesrs later, was & disciple of Pleto, &nd durinz his
life Philip of iacedon was born. From those esrliest deys down

to the time of that Philosopher, those people cslled their coun-

. try Hellas and themselves Hellenes. The first time in recorded

history one of them refers to their country as Greece and to

those people as Greeks was by Aristotle in one of the lust works
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of his life. It was the Roma®? who nemed them Greeks, and this had
oriein in & mistake. There was & small end in every sense 4n insig-
nificent tribe named Graeci living alonz the western coast of the
Peloponessus with whom the Romans first ceme in contact, and in

their then isnorance of what wes in the interior they called that
country Graecie, end in their mesterful and dominating way, gersist-
ed in their error, and won, as usual. Thenceforth the Hellenes
disappeared in the popular world; Greeks they beceme, are such to-
day, and Greeks they will be cslled so long as the tongue of man

shall speek of them.

It is one of the thouches of exquisite irony of this old
world that those people, with a start of half a thousand years in
time, and & much greaster adventege in cn earlier ¢nd elegant learn-
ine could not even name themselves for the future eges; that all
their signal schievements in government, the arts and literature,
could not ssve them from the cognomen that hed only brute force
and pigheaded persistance behinz it.

learly every schoolboy in Europe end Americea, in his green
and sclad orations and essays, serves up "Greece" and the "Greeks"
to us, for the most part in utter ignorance that all of those great
liehts in the intellectual firmament up to and including Plato
would not have recognized themselves by that name. And todey, out-
side of those who hsve made a special study of it, not more than
one in a hundred perheps, but would turn up his nose at the neme of
Hellas, and declare, &s did & distinguished U. S. Senator & few
years &20 gbout a kindred matter, that it was 211 & humbug gzotten
up by "them darned literary fellers."

To call those people Greeks is about as illogical ag it

would be two thousand years hence to cegll the people of this
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Western Republic, Tuckahoes.

Greece is one of the smallest countries in & territorial
gense that ever impressed the world. Ancient Greece wes & peninsu-
lar, its zreatest length 250 miles and its greatest width 180 miles;
its surface srea 25000 scuare miles or about one-sixth the size of
the State of California. 1Its surface is mountainous, interspersed
with meny smell valleys of no perticular fertility. It has no river
cepable of navigation; is almost surrounded by weter and is pene-
treted near its middle by the Saronic and Corinthian gulfs, yet has
the lonzest coest line of any lend of equal area on the globe, in-
dented by numerous spacious harbors. It has more of these then the
United States,which has about 20 times a&s much coast line.

This country, during neerly all of the career of what we
¥now as Ancient Greece, was divided into 17 states, most of which
all the bi&e, and sll1 of them most of the time, were kingdoms, and
guite if not in the full politicel sense, independent of each other.

We have no meens, so far as I know of determining exactly
the size of cncient. Attice or Lacedemonia, or the populetion of
either. The best information however that we heve puts the popula-
tion of Ancient Attica at half a million, =nd its srea at 2400
squsre miles - a little less than twiee the size of Sonoma County.

The srea of Lacedemonia was slizhtly more then that of
Attica while her populetion wes less. Sparta wes the cepital of
Lacedemonia and Athens that of Attiecs; the people of those two
stetes, mostly known by the names of their respective cepitels,
cave to the world that inheritance that has enriched more than two
thousand years end whose fruits are still beine zethered snd en-
jﬁyed in every quarter of the zlobe. Small eas they were, they

bestrode their own and all subsecuent ages like mighty Colossi.
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The immortael exemple of Leonidas snd his 360 Spartans at Thermopylae
hes been a voice of heroic tone, ringinz down the ages, that has
stimulated men to emulate them in the cause of freedom on ten thou-
sand bloody fields; it was heard et Valley Forge, Sarsgosss, Gettys-
bure and the Alamo. The immessurable richness of the thouchts and
works of Plato, Aristotle, Demosthenes, end that bright coterie of
their compeers and compatriots, springing from & world of universal
intellectual darkness like the Goddess, full fledged from the brain
of Jove, Tirst set the hearts and souls of humanity marching to the
drum-tap of progress &nd the amelioration of the lives of men.

What we owe to Ancient Greece is a story far beyond the exact and
vizorous pen of Grote or the stately and mellifluous sentences of
Lord Macaulay.

The Ancient Greeks belonzed-to the gresat Arisn rsce, ¢nd
came out of the mist and shadows of un obscure pest, from whence no
one knows, when no one knows. They were there upon the ground of
their feme and zlory, their fell and degradation, when the first
story of their existence wes written. Whether they developed by
the law of survivorship and heredity from the lowest burbariean
types or whether they ceme &s s surviving fragment thrown off from
some of the &ras of prior civilization whose tombs are found, dust-
covered and fsble-crowned, in that mysterious East to which the
soul of the antiquerian ever turns, we cen never know. Whether the
exquisite quaslities of the Attic character survived some dark age
spennine the 2ulf between their civilization und & lost one before
it, as a process of heredity, is one of the unsolvable mysteries of
this old, old world.

We find them, in the early years, (1384 before Christ)

divided into small states, governed by petty kinss, weging war with
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esch other snd £ll others, building, fighting, trsding, struggling
with the elementary oppositions of humen environments. Each state
early developed those tendencies thet in after yeers stemped their
individuality for asll time. X¥rom the earliest years the Spartan
wes brief of speech - laconie - bruve as the very essence of bravery
itself; the Boeotian tilled his fields and drenk his beer beneath the
ripenine fizs, or tended his flocks on the sloped of Paransssus; the
Athenian wranzled over his law suit; pushed his sails over every
known wute£ gnd carried commerce to eﬁery city and planted colonies
on every sunny slope along the lediterranean, or with pen spoke
philosophy e&nd poetry to the world end shaped with chisel the stone
whose form is grace for all men end all times.

Ancinet Greece wes in aims, objects &nd aspirations as well
a8 in capacities essentially composite snd many sided. <he was a
land of sunshine and warmth in Attica,- a few miles away cold &nd
demp in Boeotia; her people brizht, flexible and adaptive at Athens;
heaVy,‘dogﬂed snd sullen at Thebes; calm, united and almost savage
at Sperta; alweys torn by factions, a restless whole in which freedom
wes glorified in imperishable and unsurpassed eloguence by men who
bought and sold slaves; & country sold snd betrsyed by men profes~
ging petriotism; & peogle preeching truth in language of matchless
béhty, yet masters of deception; building stetes snd systems upon
dighonesty linked to glory, every hero of Thermopylae a demi-God
there, but a thief at home.

Athens a short time before the days af Philip of Macedon
vgined & corester ascendancy over the states of Greece then any other
state had ever hed durine the preceeding 1000 yesrs of her history.
Philip and his son Alexender, with their hosts of Macedoniens (whb

were not Greeks) broke the military power of Attica from which she
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never recovered. Then followed immedisately afterwards the era in
which Athens builded her glory upon the foundation of elocuence, arts
and literature. When she ceused to be & conagueror by arms she began
and won the imperishable kingdom of intellectual ecreatness. Greece
passed under the dominion of Rome in the year 146 B, &,, and Greece
es Greece - the "living Greece" of which Byron sang - cessed to be.
Durine the esstern Romen Bumpire she sgain rose to somethinz of splen-
dor, but on the fell of Constantinople in the jéar 1450, so graphic-
ally deseribed by Gen. Lew VWallace in his "Prince of India", she
passed under the rule of the Turk where she remsined for 377 years,
In 1827 she threw off the yoke of the SultanAand began a wer for
jndependence. Byron left his native land to yield his life to the
malaria of liissolonghi in the cause of freedom for modern Greece; our
own liberty-loving Henry Clay, from his place in the U. 8. Senate,
spoke as only he or Demosthenes could speak to the civilized world,
plesding for political freedom for the credle of thet liberty of the
mind that is above 211 other esrthly freedom. His tones snd Byron's
harp awoke the Spartan in the breasts of men, end in 1829 the Turk’
acknowledzed the independence of modern Greece. This was the fruit
of the tree that was planted by Spartens end wetered by Pericles,
Plsto 2nd Demothenes;- a seedine that hed its fruituce 2000 years
later.

Greece is now smaller than aAncient Greece and has a popula-
tion of only 1,500,000 in which is perhaps some of the old Hellenic
blood., I cannot think, however, that there is muech of ift; nof enough
for the restoration of the glory of the sncients. I read sn article
& short time &go, in one of the msgazines, on the Greece and Greeks
of today. It was profusely illustrated and I have no right to ques-

tion its accuracy of text or illustration. I gather this from it.
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The costume of the modern mele Greek is & Leventine cap; &
becded snd belsced vest of zaudy color, legzings, &nd a skirt like
that of an Americen ballet-dancer.

When I sew thet I despaired of modern Greece. lo soldier
cen be heroic in & bailet—dancer's skirts, or bg en artist with such
g cep on his head. It is simply impossible. Dress, I hear you say
has nothine to do with it. But it hes. Hes not Shakespeare - the
rester of humen nature - put into the mouth of that worldly-wise old
fellow, Falsteff, -these words:-

"He best me grievously, in the shape of a woman; for in the
"shapelof & man, Master Brook, I fear not Goliath with a wesver's

“beam."

How could one logicelly expect & Chinuman - & men who for
ages has worn long heir and his shirt outside his pents - to be a
soldier worth the name ? They put red breeches on a lot of lew York
no-gzoods in 1861 and they fought like demons &t Bull Run. Imagine
if ‘you -¢an, & Deﬁosthenes, dressed in abbreviated petticoats, hurl-
ing ensthemas ageinst those who would yield Athens to rhilip, in
stalwert and imperisheble elogquence. It can't be done. The dress
would de-solemnize the effort. Ask our own Duncan kcKinlay to don
a modern Greek costume and give you "Sparticus to the Gladiators”
or Halleck's "Marco Bozzaris'y end then tell me whet you think of the
philosophy of clothes.

The tose was Rome's mightiest warrior; or more accurately,
the men thet was inside by natural selection and visible externals
told the story of what he wes.

A paper on enything Grecien is imperfect without a reference
to the Greek lanzusge of the classic era. Yet of all Grecian sub-

jects this is the one that absolutely cannot be treated in as limited
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a space @s I have for it. It is en inexhaustibel theme. It was in
her lanzuage that Greece was greatest, and Athens wss the heart of
her literature. I deeply regret that my oprortunities in life have
been too limited to permit me to more than catch & glimpse of the
rieh treasures of Greek letters. 1t is too nearly perfect for ome
to be properly seatisfied, es I have to be, with translations, for
there is in that, as perhaps in all languages, that quality which
in the absehce of & better term I shell cell its eroma that defies
and is zlways lost in translation.

This branch of the subject belongs properly to lir. K. A.
Thompson and I leeve it to him in full confidence that in his paper
on Homer he will treat the subject better than I could were I to
devote myself entirely to it. In passing from this branch of my
theme I will only add that it is & common idea, & populsr belief,
that the Greek is & dead language. Not so. It is today spoken by
8,000,000 of people, and while the spoken Greek of todey is not
exectly the written Greek of the claessic era, it is more nesrly so
then is the English of today thet of the deys of Chaucer snd Spencer.
The newspapers of Greece are mcking a powerful &nd persistent effort
to restore the Clessic Greek by using nothinz else. You tske &an
advertisement to en Athenian peper of today, and when it eppesars
every word in the manuscript not Classic Greek will be expunged and
the clesgsic ones inserted instezd. This will soon have a far reach-
ine effect, snd all men of letters the worldover wish those news-
papers God speed in this effort.

The Greeks possessed, perhaps, more then any people of an-
cient times, the nerve-tension und mental zlertness of the Americans;
while we have not yet builded that art and literary culture which

has mede the old Greek immortal. We have never produced in art
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anything equallinz the excellence of the Winged Victory-of Samoth-
race or the Venus of Milo, and but few works to be compared with
meny other conceptions of the Greek artist still preserved in their
incomparsble Parian merble. We of this dey, with all our bosasted
advancement and culture, heve witnessed our highest authorities on
Art stendine reverentislly uncovered at the exhumingz of piece after
piece of the srt-work of those people who were scarcely out of the
shedows of the ages of early darkness, thus sttestinz two things:-
First the excellency of their work, &nd second, the fsct that the
soul® of art which some claim: to be akin to and possible in its
highest form only in the stalwart age of Pasanism, lives still
among men.

As I heve already said, &ncinet Greece wes divided into

17 sepercte states. These in their public polity differed so

widely that,is « mervel to men of this age. To us it would be
strenge to see people as homozeneous in blood &nd lanzuage as are
those of Sonome end Napa Counties with zovernments and institutions
as distinet and variant as were those of Attica end Lacedsemonia.
The former was essentislly, in the zroundwork of its institutions
and zenius of its people, a democracy; while the latter was as per-
fect &n oligarchy &s Venice in her later days. and like Venice,
she was, Tor that very reason, fruitless of zreat men in the high-
est =zense. Uow and then a warrior like Leonidas, by dint of unus-
uel heroism, or Lycurcus as & law-giver, took rank amonz the con-
gpicuous fizures of history, but they were exceptional. The latter
imposed upon the Spertans a system of laws unicue in design, real-
istic in spirit and the like of which heés not been witnessed since
then. His system was builded upon & strange union of herocism &nd

dishonesty, while the masses were merely tools of the aristocrats.
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There was no sympethy for humanity or between men in his system.
It wes intensely psternel and the deily life of the Spartan, even
to the smellest matter of domestic concern, wee the subject of
regulation by law. It wes the genius of this system run mad that
inspired the strenze inscription upon the monument Sparta erected

at Thermopylae to Leonidas and his 300 - "Strangers, we lie here in

obedience to the lsws". One not conversant with the Spertan systen

would be puzzled by that epitaph; but knowing the one, the other and
its full significsnce becomes clear. It was an essay, a poem, &n
oration, & book, & history done in truly laconic style. It is the
sublimest instance of "much in a'little" the world has ever seen.
Even our own times - an age of telegrams, steam, lebor-saving and
time-demolishing devices - of short cuts eznd slang - have furnished
nothine to equal in this one respect that message to the ages.

On the other hand, Athens wes the seat of a demoeretic
people, too esger to think, to talk, to wrangle, to write, to speak,
too much of everythinz inconsistent with the Sparten system to
tolerate any but its opposgite.

Could & men of the more advanced type of the Atheniens of
the days of lericles &nd Plato be trenslsted to this Country &nd age
he would find many things congenicl to his ideas and his opinions
of 1life. True, instead of thet stately philosophy of Plato that
teueht men to lsugh at the pains and miseries of life as something
beneath their semi-zodlike selves, he would finzﬂéhe less preten-
tious but more practical one of Bacon, going everywhere among men
alleviating the hardships of life end basing all lines of human
activity upon the idea thet this life should be made as full of
blessings as possible. The former is the system of ultimate stag-

nation; the latter of sctive enerzy and human progress in material
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matters. It may be questioned whether the philosophy of Bacon ever
developed a hizher type of mere intellectuality then that of Plato,
but it certainly developed & higher material condition for the
masses. That of Bscon is the superior just es he who binds up a
wound &nd helps it to heel is the superiorAphysician to him who
advises the sufferer thet the wound is an inconsiderable incident
of en existence scarcely worthy of serious consideration.

In the moral, locical end intellectual world the Athenian
of that period would be much at home with us; he would find his old
loeic the seme s modern logic; the cardinal tenets of morelity the
seme, thoueh varying somewhet in the application; our diplomacy in
211 the affairs of life would be his old friend of the dead cen-
turies asone. He would sctually revel in our polities. That would
be an exceptionally congenial field to him. We can find only an
insufficeint account of how society wes formed then, how those
people thought, acted cnd lived, the every day of the people, except
in Athens for a brief period,snd to & limited extent in Sparta.

They believed in Slavery and every city of Ancient Greece
wes a slave mart; they were perhaps the most litigious people that
ever lived. It hes been s&id that every Athenian hé@vhis lawsuit.
One illustration will perhsps suffice.

An Athenien wished to zo from Athens to another place; it
wes summer, quite werm, and he felt that he should not undertake to
welk, So he hired en ass of snother Atheniun, to ride to that other
plece at a stipulated price. Durineg the journey the traveller became
werm end tired; dismounted, and ley down anﬁ rested in the shadow of
the agss. He then went on to the end of the journey. When he came to
pey the owner of the ass, he offered the agreed price, but the owner

demanded an additional sum for the use of the ass' shadow. This was
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refused, and the owner of the ass brought suit and the case became one

of the ceusus celebre of the world.

Perosthenes was one of the attorneys engaged.

On the psrt of the owner of the ass it was claimed that he had
hired the ass only to be ridden from the one place to the other,and’
thet the use of hic shadow wes not within the services as agreed on
end hence additional éompensation was proper.

On the part of the defendant it was contended that by the con-
tract of hiring he wss entitled to the use of the ase for any an@éll
thines connected with &nd which rendered the trip most comfortable and
that the shadow was in law and morals only & fair use of the ass for
that trip! @nd that the shadow of the ass was not the property of the
owner of the ass, was not in the nature of an easenment gppurtenant to
the ass, but was rsther & matter of original nonownable element like
air, etc., ele.

The pleintiff rejoined thst he owned the ass and let him to
the defendant only to ride from one p}ace to the pther; that the shad-
ow of the ass was & netural part of the ass snd but for the ass there
would not heve been any shadow; that the work of the ass while stand-
ing resulted iﬁ making the shudow which wes valuable to the defendant
else he would not have used it; that he had hired the ass to be rid-
den and not to be used as an umbrella, etc., etc.

Perheps no case wes ever tried in which greater ability and
lezal lesrninz e&nd mental subtlety were used than in the case over

the ass' s@ﬁégﬁ:) This was not intended perheps as a statement to be

taken literally, but one merely pointinz a conspicuous condition.
The Atheniesn mind wes made thst way; lecw suits, litigetion, bickering,
intellectual contentions, art and wsr were the delight of the Attic

mind. And yet no great speeches on Greek law or purely law trials
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have come down from them to us; while we have many of that kind
from the Roman. That wes the result, not of any intellectual in-
feriority of the Greeks to the Romans, but because of their insti-
tutions. The Court of last resort in Athens was the Assembly -
the people. - In view of that condition the.result is so far from
the unexpected that we would be suprised to find the contrary.
Such a tribunal could not administer law as & science. In that
Court of last resort there was no Judge to rule upon the admissi-
bility of evidence or to dispassionately expound the law. The
crowd, the assemblege of all the freemen of the city, escting as
Judge and Jury, sdmitted just such evidence as suited them, and
declared the law as they for the moment pleased. The Athenian
with all his intellect &nd subtlety wes wénting in heert end in
humen sympathies. It was all brein work for him. Hence the bright-
egst trick, the nimblest piece of artistiec thousht cought the fen-
cies of that Court end frequently dominated the result.

Those people were educated to & wonderful degree in their
lanzuage - that melliflous tongue that has never been surpsssed in
any sge or by any people. It has been said that so well versed in
their lenguace were the common people in Athens, and so careful and
zealous of its purity, that they would csll out snd correct even
their best oratory if he misused a word. It wes told of Demos-
thenes in his contest with Aeschines on the Macedonien question,
that he availed himself of both these tresits. When speaking of
Aeschines he asked the people if he, Aeschines, wes & base-born
man, intentionslly mispronouncing the word for bese-born,-when the
people cried out with the correct pronuncistion of that word, by
way of correctinz him. Demosthenes then turninz to his opponent

remarked: "Hear Aeschines, whet the people of Athens say of you'".
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The verdict wes agéinst Aeschines. While this story sounds apoech-
ryphal it illustrates quite well the nationsl traits we ére congid-
eringe.

Even in cultured Athens the people had no respect for old
people or misfortune, so much so that laws hud to be rassed to pro-
tect the ased and helpless. You may search from one end of Greel
literature to the other and you will be simply amazed at the ab-
sence of sentimentslity. 1t was thouzht, logiec, fact, statements,
and syllozisms clear &s lueidity crystallized, but no sentiment.
Hesoid says,- "Work for youth, counsel for muturity, prayer Eox
old age,"- this wes the social problem of the Greeks tersely stated.
They were too clear of vision to be imposed upon by the idea that
a great smount of experience brought corresponding wisdom; they saw
that great experience often perplexed judgment.

In Ceas the man over 60 yeers of agze when he began to grow
wesk wes invited to drink hemlock. Yet those people were too well
balsnced to £dd insult to the punishment presecribed by law. They
were artists even in their inhumenity. We are entirely devoid of
that guality;with all our boests almost every punishment with us is
also an insult.

In Athens the education of the boys wes & subjeet in which
the State took erest interest, cnd in this perticular their zovern-
ment was paternal. Bitter party strifes raged around different
guestions that srose as to the methods of educating the youth of
Attice. The boy was the especiscl thinz of deepest interest to the
Athenian. He was the future pillar of the State. The female youth
was but an expression of sex.

In commerce and business the ancient Greeks were not men of

hich standards. Their system of trasde wss crude; I have been
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unable to find mention of any instance of complicated fraud,-of
freud elevated to the dignity of an srt. In that branch of art

they were much behind us of thié day. While their commerce for
about three eenturies overshadowed that of all other people, theilr
many wers, domestic and foreign, always kept it in ite first and
simplest form. In fact I do not believe that the o0ld Greeks, with
all their rmental alertness, were capable of conducting intricete
business. It was & law at Athens that if one was charged, by wey
of a tax or burden, for the outfit of & ship, and thought that some
richer msn had been passed over, or & less burden impossed upon him,
he could challenge such others to accept his burden &nd if he refus-
ed, compel him to exchange properties for the period of one year.
One having numerous investments could not afford to transfer them

‘ to en entire stranger, for that meant absolute ruin. No law, more
clumsy or susceptible of grester abuse can be well imagined.

The Greek writers have disclosed & very low ideal of business
morals smone these people. The first case Demothenes had was his
own suit sgainst two prominent Athenisns who were the guardians of
his estate, for fraudulent misappropriation of his property. Later
on in life he was himself several times csuzht taking fees from both
gides in the same lawsuit. In the matter of the contest of Pasion's
will, while he did not appear in Cauft, he wrote the speeches for
both sides, and the .theniens thousght it quite & brisght and proper
stroke of business, as he cot two big fees &nd sbused each side with
impartial ability. He brought a charge agsinst Aeschines for cor-
ruption as an Erbassador, &nd was met by a counter charge of the
grossest kind. seschines won. Later in life Demosthenes was con-
victed by the Areopagus, the hiszhest real Court at Athens, of em-

bezzline 20 talents, and the decision was approved by « jury of
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1500 Athenians. Yet we read that he was to the end of his life a
oreat and powerful man at Athens.

The "sphere" of women in 0ld Greece waes defined along lines
that would have made Miss snna Shew very sad. It was confined to
purely domestic metters. During the days of Aristotle there was an
effort made to take women down from "the pedestal," and so much were
those people like us that the cuestion became of sufficient interest
for that philosopher to preserve his opinions upon it in his writ-
ings. He was not with Miss Shaw,- he wes for"the pedestal" - He
drew pictures of women wearinz men's clothes and making speeches in
Courts &nd in public meetings while the husbends were at home herd-
ine the babies.

This woman question, the arqumenté pro and con, even the
ridicule end persiflsze that we hear to-day, instead of being new
discoveries end inventions are all over two thousand years old.
They are all old Greek chestnuts.

The Greeks hed much the same lew &s to woman's progperty
richts as we have - & kind of community-. Theirs was better for the
wife as all property owned by the husband before marriage and the
wife's dowry went into that fund. Still they, especially of the
hiszher classes, were socially much restricted. Ilo respectable wife
ever joined a dinner party with her husband. They were not permit-
ted at such a place,- yet courtesans were, &nd nothing was thought
of it. Uo"solid citizen'ever lost caste becsuse he and his brother
leadine citizens had a Lais to dine with them. The e2o00d women had
their peints end powders, wore false heir end dyed what nature gave
them, perhaps wore bustles, but all these were for home; they could
not thus bedeck themselves and sail down town or take & promendde

around the Acropolis, without losing caste, meking the acquaintance
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of & policeman and settlinz afterwards with the supporter of "the
pedestal”.

While speaking of the Greek womun I em reminded that those
0ld Greeks, with a2ll their hizh ertistic ideas, did not plece woman
on "the pedestal" in the artistic sense.- If you were to ask the
average intellizent Frenchman, Germen, FEnglishman, or the man from
any civilized people of modern times, what is the most pleasing, the
most nearly perfect form of animal life they would all say that of
woman - from girlhood to complete maturity. And this was true of
all other nations of ancient times, as is seen by their various works
of art. llot so the o0ld Greek. His type fillinz those conditions
was that of the male youth. But few of their statues are of female
forms and nearly all of those are more of less allezorical or ideals
of their mytholozicel world. But few of them represent the Greek
woman. I em not mindless of the Venus of Milo which is supposed to
have been wroucht about 600 years before Christ and which is the
most sdmired single work of its kind in all antiguity. The Winged
Victory of Samothrasce, was an zllezory.

There was a reason for this preference by the Greeks of male
youth as the best type of art in the snimal world. The woman repre-
sented to them,love, grace and physicel weakness; the Greek youth -
the trained and cultured gmouth - represented most of these and more,
action, physical flexibility and strength. Theéézwas still enough
of the savage left in those people to place strength high among the
admircble humen gualities.

‘ We gometimes, at rare intervals, see in this western world,
a graceful youth, and then we realize what the old Greek admired.
But, lest I be misunderstood, I must add that generally the mos

uneraceful thing |except & cow) is the average American youth.
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Lonz of legs, short of body, gangling &nd sprawling, the incarnation
of gawk, the modern youth would have been the despair of the old
Greek artist.

I have been necessarily diffuse, touching upon a number of
points, - so many in feet that it has been impossible to treat any
one as fully as it should be treated. The subject is one about
which much has been written; an old subject, yet ever new. It is
here that the student of history, the philosopher, the scholar, the
soldier, and the men of thought in every walk of life find sﬁory and
song, wisdom and eloguence, food for leisure hours end inspiration
for those of deeds. It is & field with many sheaves rich in the
harvest,- end &ll the centuries are its harvest time. Though the
material glory of 0ld Greece sleeps beneath the dust of twenty dead
centuries; thoush what we love and what we admire in it is separated
from us by the degradation and misery of eges,- by & long and weery
story that calls to life only pity; still the name o€ "Greek invests
even the wandering peanut vender with a special interest, and the
gmell boy of this zolden Greek-like shore by the western sea, as he
buys the rich nuts on the windy corner,views the vender's rags and
dreams of eorest Pericles, and in his youthful fancy hears the shout-
ing multitudes of Athens when Demosthenes speaks.

And so, let us hope it will be down to the last syllable of
recorded time.

James W. Oates -

Januery 18th, 1896.
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