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The subject assigned to me for this evening is so compre

hensive that I Þnd it difÞcult to determine where to bep-in and

what scope to take; for as other members are assigned special

subjects, embraced within the general one given me, I must neces

sarily trespass, to some extent at least, upon them. This I

would avoid as far as possible, as we are not permitted by the

ethics of the situation to compare our work, in even the smallest

decree, I trust these gentlemen will pardon me if I shall happen

to touch upon material they have used in their papers.

In contemplating the character and career of the Greeks,

perhaps logical ly, the Þrst th ing that at t racts our at tent ion

is the sin.^uler fact, that though our present civil ization had

its birth with them, and that^-^n. before the rise of the Koman

Republic they developed s literature that has survived all their

other institutions, and has been a pillar of Þre by night and

one of cloud by day to all those who hungered and thirsted for

bettering this world, these peculiar people were not able to

¥?ive themselves a permanent and lasting name.

The earliest account we have of the Greeks was of about

the year 1384 before Christ:- 3£80 years a?o. Aristotle was

born 1000 years later, was a disciple of Plato, and curing his

life Philip of iaacedon was born. Fron those earliest days down

to the time of that Philosopher, those people called their coun-

¥ try Hellas and themselves Hellenes. The first time in recorded

history one of them, refers to their country as Greece and to

those people as Greeks was by Aristotle in one of the last works



of his life. It was the Romafcrf who named them Greeks, and this had*£"

or igin in a mistake. There was a smal l and in every sense 4n insig

n iÞcant t r ibe named Graec i l i v ing a long the western coast o f the

Peloponessus with whom the Romans Þrst csme in contact, and in

the i r then ignorance o f what was in the in te r io r they ca l led tha t

count ry Graec ie , and in the i r master fu l and dominat ing way, pers is t

ed in the i r e r ro r, and won, as usua l . Thencefor th the He l lenes

disappeared in the popular world; Greeks they became, are such to

day, and Greeks they will be called so long as the tongue of man

shall speak of them.

I t i s one o f the thouches o f exqu is i te i rony o f th i s o ld

wor ld that those people, wi th a s tar t o f ha l f a thousand years in

time, and a much greater advantege in an earl ier o.nd elegant learn-

in? could not even name themselves for the future ages; that al l

w ^ t h e i r s i ^ n ^ l a c h i e v e m e n t s i n g o v e r n m e n t , t h e a r t s a n d l i t e r a t u r e ,

could not save them from the cognomen that had only brute force

and pigheaded, persistance behin? it .

i learly every schoolboy in Europe and America, in his ?reen

and salad orations and essays, serves up "Greece" and the "Greeks"

to us , fo r the mos t [a r t i n u t te r i gno rance tha t a l l o f t hoce g rea t

l i gh t s i n t he i n t e l l e c tua l Þ rmamen t up t o and i nc l ud i ng P la to

would not have recognized themselves by that name. And todsy, out-

sine of those who h^ve made a special study of it, not more than

one in a hundred perhaps, but would turn up his nose at the name of

Hel las, and declare, as did a dist inguished U. S. Senator a few

years a?o about a kindred matter, that i t was oi l a humbug gotten

u p b y " t h e m d a r n e d l i t e r a r y f e l l e r s . "

To ca l l those people Greeks is about as i l log ica l as i t

would be two thousand years hence to call the people of this



Western Republic, Tuckahoes.

^ j G r e e c e i s o n e o f t h e s m a l l e s t c o u n t r i e s i n a t e r r i t o r i a l

sense that ever impressed the world. Ancient Greece was 8 peninsu

lar, its greatest length 250 miles and its greatest width 180 miles;

its surface area 25000 souare miles or about one-sixth the size of

the State of California. Its surface is mountainous, interspersed

with many smel l val leys of no part icular fer t i l i ty. I t has no r iver

capable of navigation; is almost surrounded by water and is pene

trated near its middle by the Saronic and Corinthian gulfs, yet has

the longest coast line of any land of equal area on the globe, in

dented by numerous spacious harbors. It has more of these than the

United States;which has about £0 times as much coast line.

This country, during nearly all of the career of what we

know as Ancient Greece, was divided into 17 states, rrost of which

Ñ a l l the t ime, and a l l o f them most o f the t ime, were k ingdoms, and

quite if not in the full polit ical sense, independent of each other.

Y,re have no means, so far as I know of determining exactly

the size of ancient. Attica or Lacedemonia, or the population of

either. The best information however that we have puts the popula

tion of ancient Attica at half a million, and its area at 2400

souare miles - a little less than twiee the size of Sonoma County.

The area of Lacedemonia was slightly more than that of

Attiea while her population was less. Sparta was the capital of

Lacedemonia and Athens that of Attica; the people of those two

states, mostly known by the names of their respective capitals,

^ave to the world that inheritance that has enriched more than two

thousand years and whose fruits are still bein? gathered and en

joyed in every quarter of the globe. Small as they were, they

bestrode their own and all subsequent a?es like mighty Colossi.

^
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The immor ta l examp le o f Leon idas and h i s 390 Spa r tans a t The rmopy lae

L ^ h a s b e e n a v o i c e o f h e r o i c t o n e , r i n g i n g d o w n t h e a g e s , t h a t h a s

s t i m u l a t e d m e n t o e m u l a t e t h e m i n t h e c a u s e o f f r e e d o m o n t e n t h o u

s a n d b l o o d y Þ e l d s ; i t w a s h e a r d a t Va l l e y F o r g e , S a r a g o s s a , G e t t y s

b u r g a n d t h e a l a m o . T h e i m m e a s u r a b l e r i c h n e s s o f t h e t h o u g h t s a n d

w o r k s o f P l a t o , A r i s t o t l e , D e m o s t h e n e s , a n d t h a t b r i g h t c o t e r i e o f

t h e i r c o m p e e r s a n d c o m p a t r i o t s , s p r i n g i n g f r o m a w o r l d o f u n i v e r s a l

i n t e l l e c t u a l d a r k n e s s l i k e t h e G o d d e s s , f u l l ß e d g e d f r o m t h e b r a i n

o f J o v e , Þ r s t s e t t h e h e a r t s a n d s o u l s o f h u m a n i t y m a r c h i n g t o t h e

d r u m - t a p o f p r o g r e s s a n d t h e a m e l i o r a t i o n o f t h e l i v e s o f m e n .

Wha t we owe to Anc ien t G reece i s a s to r y f a r beyond the exac t and

v i g o r o u s p e n o f O r o t e o r t h e s t a t e l y a n d m e l l i ß u o u s s e n t e n c e s o f

Lor d M a c au 1 a y .

T h e A n c i e n t G r e e k s b e l o n g e d t o t h e g r e a t A r i a n r a c e , e n d

came ou t o f the mis t and shadows o f an obscure pas t , f rom whence no

one knows , when no one knows . They were the re upon the g round o f

t h e i r f a m e a n d g l o r y , t h e i r f a l l a n d d e g r a d a t i o n , w h e n t h e Þ r s t

s t o r y o f t h e i r e x i s t e n c e w a s w r i t t e n . W h e t h e r t h e y d e v e l o p e d b y

t h e l a w o f s u r v i v o r s h i p ~ n & h e r e d i t y f r o m t h e l o w e s t b a r b a r i a n

t y p e s o r w h e t h e r t h ^ y c a m e a s a s u r v i v i n g f r a g m e n t t h r o w n o f f f r o m

s o m e o f t h e 4 r a s o f p r i o r c i v i l i z a t i o n w h o s e t o m b s a r e f o u n d , d u s t -

c o v e r e d a n d f a b l e - c r o w n e d , i n t h a t m y s t e r i o u s F a s t t o w h i c h t h e

s o u l o f t h e a n t i q u a r i a n e v e r t u r n s , w e c o n n e v e r k n o w. W h e t h e r t h e

e x q u i s i t e q u a l i t i e s o f t h e A t t i c c h a r a c t e r s u r v i v e d s o m e d a r k a g e

s p a n n i n 0 , t h e g u l f b e t w e e n t h e i r c i v i l i z a t i o n a n d a l o s t o n e b e f o r e

i t , a s a p r o c e s s o f h e r e d i t y , i s o n e o f t h e u n s o l v a b l e m y s t e r i e s o f

t h i s o l d , o l d w o r l d .

V. ' e Þ n d t h e m , i n t h e e a r l y y e a r s , ( 1 3 8 4 b e f o r e C h r i s t )

d i v i d e d i n t o s m a l l s t a t e s , g o v e r n e d b y p e t t y k i n n ; s , w a g i n g w a r w i t h

^
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e a c h o t h e r a n d a l l o t h e r s , b u i l d i n g , fi g h t i n g , t r a d i n g , s t r u g g l i n g

with the elementary opposi t ions of human environments. Each state

ear ly developed those tendencies that in af ter years s tamped thei r

i n d i v i d u a l i t y f o r a l l t i m e . P r o m t h e e a r l i e s t y e a r s t h e S p a r t a n

a brief of speech - laconic - brave as the very essence of bravery

i t se l f ; t he Boeo t i an t i l l ed h i s fie lds and d rank h i s bee r benea th the

r ipen ing figs , o r tended h is flocks on the s lope* o f Paranassus; the
Athenian wrangled over h is law sui t ; pushed his sai ls over every

known water and carried commerce to every city and planted colonies

on every sunny .slope along the Mediterranean, or with pen spoke

philosophy and poetry to t?he world and shaped with chisel the stone

whose form is grace for al l men and al l t imes.

Ancinet Greece was in aims, objects and aspirat ions as wel l

as in capaci t ies essent ia l ly composite and many sided. She was a

land of sunshine and warmth in Attica,- a few miles away cold and

damp in Boeot ia ; her people br ight , flex ib le and adapt ive a t Athens;

heavy/ dogged and sullen at Thebes; calm, united and almost savage

at Sparta; a lways torn by fact ions, a rest less whole in which f reedom

was glorified in imperishable and unsurpassed eloquence by men who

bought and sold slaves; a country sold and betrayed by men profes

s ing pat r io t ism; a people preaching t ru th in language of match less

be/uty, yet masters of deception; bui lding states and systems upon

dishonesty l inked to glory, every hero of Thermopylae a demi-God

there, but a th ief at home.

Athens a short t ime before the days of Phil ip of Macedon

gained a crreater ascendancy over the states of Greece than any other

state had ever had during the preceeding 1000 years of her history,

w - P h i l i p a n d h i s s o n A l e x a n d e r , w i t h t h e i r h o s t s o f M a c e d o n i a n s ( w h o

were not Greeks) broke the mil i tary power of Att ica from which she
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never recovered. Then fo l lowed immedia te ly a f terwards the era in

which Athens bui lded her glory upon the foundat ion of e loquence, ar ts

and literature. When she ceased to be a conaueror by arms she began

and won the imper ishable k ingdom of in te l lectua l greatness. Greece

passed under the dominion of Rome in the year 146 3. C, and Greece

as Greece - the "living Greece" of which Byron sang - ceased to be.

Luring the eastern Roman Empire she again rose to something of splen

dor, but on the fa l l o f Constant inople in the year 1450, so graphic

al ly descr ibed by Gen. Lew Wal lace in his "Pr ince of India", she

passed under the rule of the Turk where she remained for 37 7 years,

In 1827 she threw off the yoke of the Sultan and began a war for

i n d e p e n d e n c e . B y r o n l e f t h i s n a t i v e l a n d t o y i e l d h i s l i f e t o t h e

malaria of kissolonghi in the cause of freedom for modern Greece; our

own l iberty^ loving Henry Clay, f rom his p lace in the U. S. Senate,

spoke as only he or Demosthenes could speak to the civi l ized world/

p l e a d i n g f o r p o l i t i c a l f r e e d o m f o r t h e c r a d l e o f t h a t l i b e r t y o f t h e

mind that is above a l l . o ther ear th ly f reedom. His tones and Byron's

harp awoke the Spartan in the breasts of men, and in 1829 the Turk'

acknowledged the independence of modern Greece. This was the fruit

of the tree that was planted by Spartans and watered by Pericles,

Plato end Lemothenes;- a seeding that had i ts frui tage 2000 years

l a t e r .

Greece is now smaller than ancient Greece and has a popula

t ion of only 1,500,000 in which is perhaps some of the old Hel lenic

b lood . I cannot th ink , however, tha t there i s much o f i t ; no t enough

f o r t h e r e s t o r a t i o n o f t h e g l o r y o f t h e a n c i e n t s . 1 r e a d a n a r t i c l e

a short time ago, in one of the magazines, on the Greece and Greeks

o f t oday. I t was p ro fuse l y i l l us t ra ted and I have no r i gh t t o ques

t i o n i t s a c c u r a c y o f t e x t o r i l l u s t r a t i o n . I g a t h e r t h i s f r o m i t .
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The costume of the modern male Greek is a Levantine cap; a

beaded and belaced vest of gaudy color, leggings, and a skir t l ike

that o f an Amer ican ba l le t -dancer.

When I saw that I despaired of modern Greece, ho soldier

can be he ro i c i n a ba l l e t -dancer ' s sk i r t s , o r b£ an a r t i s t w i th such

a cap on h is head. I t i s s imp ly imposs ib le . Dress , I hear you say

has noth ing to do w i th i t . But i t has . Has not Shakespeare - the

raster of human nature - put in to the mouth of that wor ld ly-wise o ld
• f e l l o w, F a l s t a f f , t h e s e w o r d s : -

"he beat me grievously, in the shape of a woman; for in the

"shape of a man, M? ster brook, 1 fear not Goliath with a weaver's

' 'beam."

How could one logically expect a- Chinaman - a man who for

a^es has worn long hair and his shirt outside his p^nts - to be a

i ^ > s o l d i e r w o r t h t h e n a m e ? T h e y p u t r e d b r e e c h e s o n a l o t o f H e w Yo r k

no-goods in 1861 and they fought like demons at a>ull Run. Imagine

i f you can, a Demosthenes, dressed in abbreviated pet t icoats, hur l

ing anathemas against those who would yield Athens to Phi l ip, in

s ta lwar t and imper i shab le e loquence . I t can ' t be done . The d ress

would de-solemnize the effort. Ask our own Duncan McKinlay to don

a modern Greek costume and give you "Sparticus to the Gladiators"

or I la l leck's " iaarco Bozzaris} and then tel l me what you think of the

ph i losophy o f c lo thes .
The toga was. Rome's mightiest warrior; or more accurately,

the man that was ins ide by natura l se lect ion and v is ib le externa ls

told the story of what he was.

A paper on anything Grecian is imperfect without a reference

to the Greek language of the c lass ic era. Yet o f a l l Grec ian sub

jec ts th is i s the one tha t abso lu te ly cannot be t rea ted in as l im i ted

w



a s p a c e a s I h a v e f o r i t . I t i s a n i n e x h a u s t i b e l t h e m e . I t w a s i n

w h e r l a n g u a g e t h a t G r e e c e w a s g r e a t e s t , a n d A t h e n s w a s t h e h e a r t o f

h e r l i t e r a t u r e . I d e e p l y r e g r e t t h a t m y o p p o r t u n i t i e s i n l i f e h a v e

been too limited to permit me to more than catch a glimpse of the

r i c h t r e a s u r e s o f G r e e k l e t t e r s . I t i s t o o n e a r l y p e r f e c t f o r o n e

t o b e p r o p e r l y s a t i s Þ e d , a s I h a v e t o b e , w i t h t r a n s l a t i o n s , f o r

there i s in tha t , as perhaps in a l l l anguages , tha t qua l i t y v /h ich

in the absence o f a be t te r te rm I sha l l ca l l i t s a roma tha t deÞes

a n d i s a l w a y s l o s t i n t r a n s l a t i o n .

This branch of the subject belongs properly to Mr. R. A.

Thompson and I leave i t to h im in fu l l conÞdence that in h is paper

on Homer he wi l l t reat the subject better than I could were I to

devo te myse l f en t i re l y to i t . I n pass ing f rom th i s b ranch o f my

theme 1 wi l l only add that i t is a common idea, a popular bel ief ,

Ñ t h a t t h e G r e e k i s a d e a d l a n g u a g e . H o t s o . I t i s t o d a y s p o k e n b y

8,000,000 of people, and while the spoken Greek of today is not

exac t ly the wr i t ten Greek o f the c lass ic e ra , i t i s more near ly so

than is the English of today that of the days of Chaucer and Spencer.

The newspapers of Greece are making a powerful ^nd persistent effort

to restore the Classic Greek by using noth ing e lse. You take an

advertisement to an Athenian paper of today, and when it appears

every word in the manuscript not Classic Greek will be expunged and

the c lass ic ones inser ted ins tead . Th is w i l l soon have a fa r reach

ing effect , and al l men of le t ters the wor ldovcr v. ish those news

papers God speed in th is effor t .

The Greeks possessed, perhaps, more than any people of an

c ient t ines, the nerve- tens ion und menta l a ler tness o f the Amer icans;

wh i le we have not ye t bu i lded tha t a r t and l i te rary cu l tu re wh ich

has made the old Greek immortal. We have never'produced in art
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anything equal l ing the excel lence of the Winged Victory of Samoth-
race or the Venus of Milo, and but few works to be compared with

many o ther concep t ions o f the Greek a r t i s t s t i l l p reserved in the i r

incomparable Par ian marble. We of th is day, wi th a l l our boasted
advancement and cul ture, have witnessed our highest author i t ies on

Ar t s tand ing reverent ia l ly uncovered a t the exhuming o f p iece a f ter

piece of the art-work of those people who were scarcely out of the
shadows of the ages of ear ly darkness, thus at test ing two th ings:-

P i rs t the exce l lency o f the i r work , c ;nd second, the fac t tha t the

soulff of art which some claim, to be akin to and possible in i ts

h ighes t fo rm on ly in the s ta lwar t age o f Pagan ism, l i ves s t i l l
among -men.

As I have already said, ^incinet Greece w^s divided into

1 7 s e p a r a t e s t a t e s . T h e s e i n t h e i r p u b l i c p o l i t y d i f f e r e d s o

widely that^ is a marvel to men of th is age. To us i t would be
strmge to see people as homogeneous in blood and language as are

those of Sonoma and Napa Counties with governments and institutions

as dist inct and variant as were those of Att ica and Lacedaemonia.

The fo rmer was essen t ia l l y, i n the g roundwork o f i t s i ns t i t u t i ons

and genius of i ts people, a democracy; whi le the latter was as per

fec t an o l iga rchy as Ven ice in her la te r days . And l i ke Ven ice ,

she was, for that very reason, f ru i t less of great men in the h igh

est sense, how and then a warr ior l ike Leonidas, by d int of unus

ual heroism, or Lycurgus as a law-giver, took rank among the con

sp i cuous figu res o f h i s to r y, bu t t hey we re excep t i ona l . The l a t t e r

imposed upon the Spartans a system of laws unirue in design, real
is t ic in sp i r i t and the l ike o^ which has not been wi tnessed s ince

then. His' system was builded upon a strange union of heroism and

dishonesty, whi le the masses were mere ly too ls o f the ar is tocrats .



There was no sympathy for humanity or between men in his system.

It v.a intensely paternal and the daily life of the Spartan,, even

to the smallest matter of domestic concern, was the subject of

regulation by law. It was the genius of this system run mad that

inspired the strange inscription upon the monument Sparta erected

at Thermopylae to Leonidas and his 300 - "Strangers, we lie here in

obedience to the laws". One not conversant with the Spartan system

would be puzzled by that epitaph; but knowing the one, the other and

its full signiÞcance becomes clear. It was an essay, a poem, an

oration, a book, a history done in truly laconic style. I t is the

sublimest instance of "much in a little" the world has ever seen.

Even our own times - an age of telegrams, steam, labor-saving and

time-demolishing devices - of short cuts end slang - have furnished

nothing to equal in this one respect that message to the ages.

> ] O n t h e o t h e r h a n d , A t h e n s w a s t h e s e a t o f a d e m o c r a t i c

people, too eager to think, to talk, to wrangle, to write, to speak,

too much of everything inconsistent with the Spartan system to

tolerate any but its opposite.

Could a man of the more advanced type of the Athenians of

the days of Pericles and Plato be translated to this Country and age

he would Þnd many things congenial to his ideas and his opinions

of l i fe. True, instead of that stately phi losophy of Plato that

taught men to laugh at the pains and miseries of life as something

beneath their semi-godlike selves, he would Þne the less preten

tious but. more practical one of Bacon, going everywhere among men

alleviating the hardships of life and basing all lines of human

activity upon the idea that this life should be made as full of

< J b l e s s i n g s a s p o s s i b l e . T h e f o r n e r i s t h e s y s t e m , o f u l t i m a t e s t a g

nation; the letter of active energy and human progress in material
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natters. I t may be quest ioned whether the phi losophy of Bacon ever

deve loped a h igher t ype o f mere in te l lec tua l i t y than tha t o f P la to ,

bu t i t ce r ta in l y deve loped a h ighe r ma te r i a l cond i t i on fo r t he

masses. That of Bacon is the superior just as he who binds up a

wound and helps i t to heal is the superior physician to him who

adv ises the sufferer that the wound is an incons iderab le inc ident

o f an ex is tence scarce ly wor thy o f ser ious cons idera t ion.

In t he mora l , l og i ca l and i n te l l ec tua l wo r ld t he A then ian

of that period would be much at home with us; he would find his old

logic the same as modern logic ; the card inal tenets of moral i ty the

same, though varying somewhat in the appl icat ion; our diplomacy in

a l l t he a f fa i r s o f l i f e wou ld be h is o ld f r i end o f the dead cen

t u r i e s a g o n e . H e w o u l d a c t u a l l y r e v e l i n o u r p o l i t i c s . T h a t w o u l d

be an except iona l ly congen ia l fie ld to h im. We can find on ly an

insufficeint account of how society was formed then, how those

people thought, acted and l ived, the every day of the people, except
in A thens fo r a b r ie f per iod /and to a l im i ted ex ten t in Spar ta .

They bel ieved in Slavery and every ci ty of ancient Greece

was a slave mart; they were perhaps the most l i t ig ious people that

ever l i ved . I t has been sa id tha t every A then ian had h is lawsu i t .

O n e i l l u s t r a t i o n w i l l p e r h a p s s u f fi c e .

An Athenian wished to go from Athens to another place; it

was summer, quite warm, and he felt that he should not undertake to

. . Ik , So he h i red an ass of another Athenian, to r ide to that o ther

p lace a t a s t i pu la ted p r i ce . Dur ing the j ou rney the t rave l l e r became
warm and tired; dismounted, and lay down and rested in the shadow of

the ass. He then went on to the end of the journey. When he came to

pay the owner of the ass, he offered the agreed price, but the owner
demanded an additional sum for the use of the ass' shadow. This was



refused, and the owner of the ass brought suit and the case became one

of the causus ceiebre of the world.

Demosthenes was one of the attorneys engaged.

On the part of the owner of the ass it was claimed that he had

hired the ass only to be ridden from the one place to the other,and

that the use of his shadow was not within the services as agreed on

end hence additional compensation was proper.

On the part of the defendant it was contended that by the con

tract o^ hiring he was entitled to the use of the ass for any and/ill

things connected with and which rendered the trip most comfortable and

that the shadow was in law and morals only a fair use of the ass for

that trip,' and that the shadow of the ass was not the property of the

owner of the ass', was not in the nature of an easement appurtenant to

the ass, but was rather a matter of original nonownable element like

^ J a i r , e t c . , e t c .

The plaintiff rejoined that he owned the ass and let him to

the defendant only to ride from one place to the pther; that the shad

ow of the ass was a natural part of the ass and but for the ass there

would not have been any shadow; that the work of the ass while stand

ing resulted in making the shadow which was valuable to the defendant

else he would not have used it; that he had hired the ass to be rid

den and not to be used as an umbrella, etc., etc.

Perhaps no case was ever tried in which greater ability and

legal learning and mental subtlety were used than in the case over

/ the ass' shadow^ This was not intended perhaps as a statement to be

taken literally, but one merely pointing a conspicuous condition.

The Athenian mind was made that way; law suits, litigation, bickering,

L > i n t e l l e c t u a l c o n t e n t i o n s , a r t a n d w a r w e r e t h e d e l i g h t o f t h e A t t i c

mind. And vet no great speeches on Greek law or purely law trials



have come down from them to us; while we have many of that kind

f rom the Roman. Tha t was the resu l t , no t o f any in te l lec tua l in

fer io r i ty o f the Greeks to the Romans, but because o f the i r ins t i

tu t ions. The Cour t o f las t resor t in Athens was the Assembly -

t he peop le . - I n v iew o f t ha t cond i t i on the resu l t i s so fa r f r om,

the unexpected that we would be suprised to Þnd the contrary.

Such a t r ibuna l cou ld not admin is ter law as a sc ience. In that

Court of last resort there was no Judge to rule upon the admissi

b i l i t y o f ev idence o r to d i spass iona te l y expound the l aw. The

crowd, the assemblage of a l l the f reeman of the c i ty, act ing ^s

Judge and Jury, admitted just such evidence as suited them, and

declared the lav/ as they for the moment pleased. The Athenian

w i th a l l h i s i n te l l ec t and sub t le t y was wan t ing i n hea r t end in

human sympath ies . I t was a l l b ra in work fo r h im. Hence the br igh t

e s t t r i c k , t h e n i m b l e s t Þ e c c o f a r t i s t i c t h o u g h t c o u ^ h t t h e f a n

c ies o f tha t Cour t and f requent ly dominated the resu l t .

Those jeople were educated to a wonderful degree in their

language - that mel l ißous tongue that has never been surpassed in

any age or by any people. I t has been said that so wel l versed in

their Ic.ngua^e were the common people in Athens, and so careful and

zea lous o f i t s pu r i t y, tha t they wou ld ca l l ou t and cor rec t even

thei r best orator^ i f he misused a word. I t was to ld of Demos

thenes in hit; contest with Aeschines on the laacedoni. n question,

tha t he ava i led h imse l f o f bo th these t ra i t s . When speak ing o f

Aeschines he asked the ieople if he, Aeschines, was a base-born

man, in tent ional ly mispronouncing the word for base-born,-when the

peop le c r ied out w i th the cor rec t p ronunc ia t ion o f tha t word , by

way of correct ing him. Demosthenes then turning to his opponent

rerrarked: "Hear aeschines, ' .rat the people of Athens say of : ;ov".
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The verdict was against Aeschines. Whi le th is story sounds apoch-

r y p h a l i t i l l u s t r a t e s q u i t e w e l l t h e n a t i o n a l t r a i t s w e a r e c o n s i d

e r i n g .

Even in cultured Athens the people had no respect for old

people or misfortune, so much so tho.t laws had to be passed to pro

tect the aged and helpless. You may search -from one end of Greek

l i terature to the other and you v. i l l be simply amazed at the ab

s e n c e o f s e n t i m e n t a l i t y. I t w a s t h o u g h t , l o g i c , f a c t , s t a t e m e n t s ,

and sy l l og i sms c l ea r as l uc i d i t y c r ys ta l l i zed , bu t no sen t imen t .

Heso id says , - "Work fo r you th , counse l fo r matur i t y, p rayer fo r

o ld age," - th is was the soc ia l prob lem of the Greeks terse ly s ta ted.

They were too clear of vision to be imposed upon by the idea that

a great amount of experience brought corresponding wisdom; they saw

that great exper ience of ten perp lexed judgment .

In Ceas the man over 60 years of age when he began to grow

weak was invited to drink hemlock.. Yet those people were too wel l

balanced to add insul t to the punishment prescr ibed oy law. They

were a r t i s t s even i n t he i r i nhuman i t y. We a re en t i r e l y devo id o f

tha t qua l i t y ;w i th a l l our boas ts a lmost every pun ishment w i th us is

a l s o a n i n s u l t .

In Athens the education of the boys was a subject in which

t h e S t a t e t o o k g r e a t i n t e r e s t , a n d i n t h i s p a r t i c u l a r t h e i r g o v e r n

men t was pa te rna l . B i t t e r pa r t y s t r i f es ra^ red a round d i f f e ren t

Questions that arose as to the methods of educating the youth of

A t t i ca . The boy was the espec ia l th ing o f deepest in te res t to the

A then ian . He was the fu tu re p i l l a r o f t he S ta te . The fema le you th

was but an expression of se:<.

In commerce and business the ancient Greeks were not men of

high standards. Their system of t rade was crude; I have been
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unable to Þnd mention of any instance of complicated fraud.,-of

fraud elevated to the dignity of an art. In that branch of art

they were much behind us of this day. While their commerce for

about three centuries overshadowed that of all other people, their

any wars, domestic and foreign, always kept it in its Þrst and

simplest form. In fact I do not believe that' the old Greeks, with

all their rental alertness, were capable of conducting intr icate

business. It was - law at Athens that if one was charged, by way

of a tax or burden, for the outÞt of a ship, and thought that some

richer man had been passed over, or a less burden impossed upon him,

he could challenge such others to accept his burden and if he refus

ed, compel him to exchange properties for the period of one year.

One having numerous investments could not afford to transfer them

¥ to an entire stranger, for that meant absolute ruin, i^o law, more

clumsy or susceptible of greater abuse can be well imagined.

The Greek writers have disclosed a very low ideal of business

morals among these people. The Þrst case Demothehes had was his

own suit against two prominent Athenians who were the guardians of

his estate, for fraudulent misappropriat ion of his property. Later

on in life he was himself several times caught taking fees from both

sides in the same lawsuit. In the matter of the contest of Pasion's

will, while he did not appear in Court, he wrote the speeches for

both sides, and the Athenians thought it quite a bright and proper

stroke of business, as he got two big fees ~nd abused each side -with

impartial ability. He brought a charge against Aeschines for cor

ruption ci,s an Embassador, and was met by a counter charge of the

grossest kind, aeschines won. Later in life Demosthenes was con-

^_s vie ted by the Areopagus, the highest real Court at Athens, of em

bezzling 20 talents, and the decision was approved by - jury of
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1500 Athenians. Yet we read that he was to the end of his l i fe a

?reat and powerful man at Athens.

The "sphere" of woman in old Greece was deÞned along lines

that would have made Miss -inna Shaw very sad. It was conÞned to

pure ly domest ic mat ters . Dur ing the days o f Ar is to t le there was an

effort made to take woman down from "the pedestal," and so much were

those peop le l i ke us tha t the oucs t ion became o f su fÞc ien t in te res t

fo r tha t ph i l osopher to p reserve h i s op in ions upon i t i n h i s wr i t

ings. He was not with Miss Shaw,- he W£s for"the pedestal" - He

drew pictures of women wearing men's clothes and making speeches in

Courts and in public meetings while the husbands were at home herd

ing the babies.

This woman question, the arguments pro and con, even the

r id icu le and pers ißage that we hear to -day, ins tead o f be ing new

discover ies and invent ions are a l l over two thousand years o ld.

They are a l l o ld Greek chestnuts .

The Greeks had much the same law as to woman's property

r ights as we have - a kind of community-. Theirs was better for the

wife as all property owned by the husband before marriage and the

w i f e ' s d o w r y w e n t i n t o t h a t f u n d . S t i l l t h e y, e s p e c i a l l y o f t h e

h ighe r c lasses , we re soc ia l l y much res t r i c ted , ho respec tab le w i fe

ever jo ined a dinger party wi th her husband. They were not permit

ted at such a place,- yet courtesans were, and nothing was thought

o f i t . h o ' s o l i d c i t i z e n " e v e r l ) s t c a s t e b e c a u s e h e a n d h i s b r o t h e r

leading citizens had a Lais to dine with them. The good women had

their paints md powders, wore false hair and eyed what nature gave

them, perhaps wore bustles, but al l these were for home; they could

w n o t t h u s b e d e c k t h e m s e l v e s a n d s a i l d o w n t o w n o r t a k e a p r o m e n a d e

around the Acropol is , wi thout los ing caste, making the acquaintance
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of a policeman and settling afterwards with the supporter of "the

^ j p e d e s t a l " .

While speaking of the Greek woman I am reminded that those

old Greeks, with all their high artistic ideas, did not place woman

on "the pedestal" in the artistic sense. If; you were to ask the

average intelligent Frenchman, German, Englishman, or the man from

any civilized people of modern times, what is the most pleasing, the

most nearly perfect form of animal life they would all say that of

woman - from girlhood to complete maturity. And this was true of

all other nations of ancient times, as is seen by their various works

of art. Hot so the old Creek. His type Þl l ing those condit ions

s that of the male youth. But few of their statues are of female

forms and nearly all of those are more of less allegorical or ideals

of their mythological world. But few of them represent the Greek

^ woman. I am not mindless of the Venus of Mi lo which is supposed to

have been wrought about 600 years before Christ and wfcich is the

most admired single work of its kind in all antiquity. The Winged

Victory of Samothrace, was an allegory.

There was a reason for this preference by the Greeks of male

youth as the best type of art in the animal world. The woman repre

sented to them,love, grace and physical weakness; the Greek youth -

the trained and cultured youth - represented most of these and more,

act ion, physical ßexibi l i ty and strength. There was st i l l enough

of the savage left in those people to place strength high among the

admirable human qualities.

We sometimes, at rare intervals, see in this western world,

a graceful youth, and then we realize what the old Greek admired.

But, lest I be misunderstood, I must add that generally the most

ungraceful thing 1 except a cow) is the average American youth.
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Long o f legs , shor t o f body, gang l ing and sprawl ing , the incarnat ion

of gawk, the modern youth would have been the despair of the old

G r e e k a r t i s t .

I have been necessari ly diffuse, touching upon a number of

points , - so many in fact that i t has been impossib le to t reat any

one as fu l ly as i t should be t reated. The subject is Dne about

which much has been wr i t ten; an o ld subject , yet ever new. I t is

he re t ha t t he s tuden t o f h i s to r y, t he ph i l osophe r, t he scho la r, t he

so ld ier, and the men of thought in every walk o f l i fe Þnd s tory and

song, wisdom ^-nd eloquence, fo^d for leisure hours and inspirat ion

"or those o f deeds. I t i s a Þe ld w i th many sheaves r ich in the

ha rves t , - end a l l t he cen tu r i es a re i t s ha rves t t ime . Though the

material glory of old Greece sleeps beneath the dust of twenty dead

centuries; though what we love and what we admire in it is separated

from us by the degradation and misery of ages,- by a long and weary

s t o r y t h a t c a l l s t o l i f e o n l y p i t y ; s t i l l t h e n a m e o ^ ' G r e e k i n v e s t s

even the wandering peanut vender with a special interest, and the

small boy of this golden Greek-l ike shore by the western sea, as he

buys the r ich nuts on the windy corner/views the vender's rags and

dreams of great Per ic les, and in h is youthfu l fancy hears the shout

ing multitudes of Athens when Demosthenes speaks.

And so, le t us hope i t w i l l be down to the las t sy l lab le o f

recorded t ime.

James W, Oates -

January 18th, 1896.


