Linecoln.

No one would detract an iote from the justly hizh estimate
of Lincoln held by men. He was one of the greatest of his race,
and today when all the passions that surged around him during life
have died, foe and friend alike can and do extend full justice to
that nmost unigue snd pathetic figure.

However, the American people on occassions become emotion-
al and lose the power of discrimination. Truth is vestly more
important then the interest of any man or than the memory of all
men. It is a fine trait that yields willing and full meed of
praise to him to whom it of right belongs; but it is & finer
trait to do that and et the same time keep to the truth. The
disposition today is to exagerate &and cluim for Lincoln a stature
not his in truth. Of course, to paraphrase his Gettysburg speech,
it little matters what we here and now say; rather will he in the
end be judsed by what he then did. But we should seek to get at
the core of things; to over-estimate any man is not justice to
him or to others, and I have that confidence in Lincoln's love of
truth to feel that he would prefer to be judzed as others are
judeed, and to be judzed Justly. The enthusiasts are trying to
make & myth---a& god---of his memory, all of which will fail as
such things have failed all down the ages.

Posterity will sift and sift and sift, and in the end
all we may today claim or deny unjustly will be dumped into the
tresh heap in the end. One would think from the perfervid ora-
tory of todey that Douglas was driven, in the contest of 1856,

entirely from the field, downcast, discountenanced, out-done
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and otherwise rubbed into the mud. Such was not the case in any
sense. Those who read those splendid debates must be struck with
the superior advocaecy on both sides; nor should we forget fthat
lincoln's side was the growing one; that was much. It wes more-
over, the side that has written most of the history of that debate
and of that time. Untoward conditions met Douglas immediately
after that debate that ended his career. As a debate, taking the
facts as they were, leaving out all sentiment, from after condi-
tions, it would be perhaps more than the truth will justify, to
say that Lincoln had the best of it. Still, in that debate Lin-
coln showed his grestest generalship. %he propounding of the
celebrated three questions split the Democracy, destroyed all

hope of Douglas being elected president &and made Lincoln the most
conspicuous man in his paerty. But it leed to war; it made further
compromise impossible, it made the irrepressible conflict one of
iron; from that hour it was fight and nothing but fight.

The one thing that I do not like in this hour of unstinted
aduletion is the unthinking, uncritical way in which Lincoln's
celebrated Geffysburg speech is praised, As & composition it is
excellent; as a means to an end it was a stroke of =zenius; as a
truth;—--—it will not stand. He was speaking of the Uniom sold-
iers who fought on that field, in the liszht of American institu-
tions, and the essence of whet he said is in this expression;
"That we here hichly resolve that these dead shell not have died "
"in vain; that the nation shall have & new birth of freedom, that”

"sovernment of the people, for the people, by the people, shall !

"not perish from the earth". This meant thst the people of the

South were tryinz to destroy "zovernment of the peogle, for the

people, by the people,” which was not true. The South was
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eguelly zealous, was as devoted to zovernment of, for and by the
people as was any Northern man who fought in that contest. Both
sides ecually desjreg that kind of zovernment; nor was that kind
pr-ive 7%
of government in issuqm he cuestion in issue was rather whether
there should be one government by, of and for the people liorth,
and another zovernment by, of and for the people South, or one
government for both.

Truth will not permit anyone to say that that kind of
government in the North was in any sense menaced. llo one so
degsired such government "to perish from the earth"; nor'%%%%:%ﬂgi
endeavoring to do anything which would produce such a result.
Certainly the South.was making no such effort. Had she been
successful, the North would have had for_herself "government of,

: Taad—od Afw Wl:{'ww;
for end by the people" just Jé she wanted it;Apnd so would the
South, for her zofernment, in that respectf?ﬁentical with the
government established by the Fathers of the Republic. In truth,
we misht 20 further; as it was ziven to Lincoln to understand,
he was, of course, tellinz the full truth, but in &all honesty
with prejudice laid aside, with a clearer light, we may ask, was
he enzaged in an enterprise that extended to the South "zovernment
of the people, by the people snd for the people"” in the sense of
the Fether's work? Truth will not permit it to be said that he
was. He was denyine to the South that kind of government. The
frozen truth is that Lincoln wes trying to save the Union in a
way that nesated the idea of such government; and he in substance
sa;gzyhat he would do enything Eo preserve the Union. That it was
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best to save the Union may be edmitted but that was not whet he

said. He was speaking of a thinz that might or might not exist in
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or out of the Union. To ssy that the Union weas necessary in order
that such gbvernment might exist will not do. Thut was not ftrue
then nor is it true now. Whet would have happened by way of cheange
in that character of zovernment llorth or South had the South suc-
ceeded, W&gﬁg matter of prophecy; &nd all the prophets have been
dezd for centuries. But to say that the establishment of the South
as a separate government would destroy that character of zovernment
Pinds no justification in any process of reasoning from the then
tmown facts. There were then abundant evidences of that stalwart
spirit in the American people, both lorth and South, that would not
permit that character of government to "perish from the earth",
ot - ~thoae wreA

whether we remuinedhpr became two distinet nations, &nd not one

" tending to show that such government would "perish from the
earth" if the South succeeded.

A recognition of this is due to the brave and devoted people
of the South who fought and died in the firm znd honest belief that
a rizht to have a zovernment of their own choice was as much the
richt of eizht million of Americans then in the South as it wes of
three million of Colonists in 1776.

That it has come about since 1865 that the South has a full
measure of that kind of sovernment is due, not to the lozicaltgﬁgg?a
of o lbembh fmem that war & ™Iy e N DL IRY, but to the
inherent lgve of thst kind of sovernment all over this lletion }ﬂﬂaz
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Since that war we hsve not lived up to that idea of =zovern-
ment in dealing with others. This will not please our self-love,
but it is a faect all the same. Read that phrase from Lincoln's
speech gnd then look at Port& Rico c¢nd the Phillipines and see, if

one can, where thet doctrine comes in. The very spirit of the wer



waged by the lNorth for the Union was destructive, in its necessary
tendencies, of the charscter of covernment Lincoln did not wish to-
"perish from the Barth". I am not sayins whether that idea is at
all times the best; neither am I contending that it would have been
for the best had the South succeeded. All that is aside from the
auestion: for what is the best kind of zovernment depends upon &
multitude of things, and what is best for one people or one condi-
tion may not be so zood for other people or for the same people
under different conditions. This truth lies behind the resson for
the covernment by, of and for the people, that they may chanze it
when t%ﬁy do notdii%;rgfingE?%E%Q%&?“‘ W””fiiﬁf?ﬁ$ﬁiwéﬁfﬁeff’7
THere was enouzh of the great and zood in Lincoln for an
exceedine larce mead of admiration &nd preise, but it should sfop
where he was wronz, as in that matter:s i\&grgg?:%:gl gatisfied
when I heegr admirers of Lincoln claim that he wes as great or
ecreater than Weshineton. The egual of Washinston never breathed

the breath of life, &nd from present indications this estimate will

gstand forever as the truth of all the ages.
Jemes W. Oates.

Auzust, 1905.



