A Question of Morals.

I note an srticle in Harper's Weekly of May l4th, from a
NMr. Sims, severely censurinz Governor Patterson of Tennessee
for perdoninz Col. Cooper, who was under conviction for the
killine of Ex-Senstor Cesrmack. As I have seen & number of
gsimilar articles, all teahing strangel%ﬁ%%é same ground, and &as
they 211 seem to me to overlook an important fact in the problemy
I desire to cell atitention to it.

At the time of the trial, I remember distinctly reading in
g wired messace from ilashville, published in & newspaper, &
statement.to the effect that the Governor saw the shooting and
testified as a witness on the trial.

If that was the truth, it is not too much to say that the
Governor knew whether Col. Cooper wes or wes not guilty. He
could not well see the shooting and not know, as his senses
tell him, whether there was or was not guilt. If, es he saw it,
Col. Cooper was not guilty, it must go without controversy that
it was the Governor's clear duty to pardon him, though many
juries may heve found him guilty. EUpbose the jury found saouare-
ly acainst what the Governor saw; what he knew znd testified to.
What then? Was the Governor recuired by any law, moral or profeane,
to deny his own knowledge, to permit & man, friend or foe, to
guffer for & crirve the Governor knew thet he did not commit: It
strikes me thet the conditions presented the clearest case for
the exercise of the pardoninz power. That power is given: a Gov-
grnor in order that he may correct errors in convictions. Whether

" Cooper was & friend of the Governor's or not, whether the Governor
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wes or was not under obligations to him, is beside the cuestion.
If these are the facts, rather than deservinz censure, the
Governor h&as done, in & brave manner, what he thought right
under the most tryine conditions. £ wesk man would have yield-
ed to fear of censure, seeminzly correct, ¢nd would have saved
himself st the expense of his manhood.

As to another phese; there is just now & spasm of pewter
purity, called "eivjc aighteousness" rempent all over this
land, and many are &%ﬁﬁgﬁg their virtues, generally known only
to themselves. For my pert, I do not care to see the day when
that type of biz-hearted, red-blooded stalwert ranhood that
stends by friend snd foe alike, for the truth as he sees it,
shall be elimineted from public affeirs by the howls ol mushy
sentimentslists. I like to see a friend that will stand when
standine is needed, end have no use for a man who will not.
The spirit of "0ld Hickory" wss good to live by, is 2o0d to

remember and is zood to cherish to the end.

James W. Oates.
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